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Rural life is experiencing a resurgence of interest.

Forgotten for a time by virtue of the growth in the weight of the cities and conurbations, the rural areas are returning to 

the foreground and to the centre of everyone's attention.

For some years now the public authorities have realised that it was necessary to take better account of rural amenities, in 

other words, of all the benefits offered free of charge by the rural areas in terms of biodiversity, scenery and balance in the 

territory.

An increasing number of citizens are also seeking to move into rural areas, where they hope to find a healthier way of life. 

The health crisis, which we have been experiencing since March, has strengthened these aspirations.

The present moment may embody a real renaissance of rural life.

It is no longer a question of thinking of rural life solely as a problem to be dealt with or as a challenge for town and country 

planning policies. On the contrary the issue is to look at it as a solution, part of the response to the current upheavals.

The juxtaposition of "space and proximity" is a key for relieving the congestion in the cities, combating global warming, 

bringing food production closer to these citizens, and allowing a large number of people to work in better conditions. The 

current upheavals constitute a unique opportunity to create new forms of solidarity between the territories and therefore 

new forms of territorial and social cohesion.

This edition of the Rural Network journal highlights all the local initiatives involving food, health and mobility, which are 

allowing the rural areas to confront the crisis and to become attractive once more.

All the levers must be activated for this purpose: the Rural Agenda and its 181 measures, as well as the relaunch plan, a 

major share of the credit for which will be attributed to the territories and will directly benefit the rural areas. European 

funding will also contribute, with the future programme devoted to rural life, to the acknowledgement and development 

of a "European model of rural life".

The role of the public authorities and my Secretariat of State in all of this is to consider this movement and to support it.

JOËL GIRAUD

Secretary of State for Rural Affairs

Health crisis, transitions in progress: 
has the time come for rural areas?
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"During this crisis, it must be acknowledged that our rural areas 
are playing a major role"
Joël Giraud, Secretary of State for Rural Affairs

What are the key issues of today for rural areas and how 
do you envisage making people more familiar with and 
aware of the rural areas?

Because of the current crisis we have observed a resurgence 
of interest for rural life. The challenge, therefore, is to create 
conditions so that the rural areas can express their potential to 
the full. For this, the territories need access to public services and 
good quality infrastructure. It is also appropriate to give greater 
acknowledgement to their particular features. However, rural 
life must also be considered as a solution to the challenges of 
contemporary life, and not simply as a classic town and country 
planning issue. Whether the talk is of food or energy transition, 
the resources are mainly to be found in the rural areas and this 
factor must be promoted. To attain this objective of promoting 
and developing rural areas the government is mobilising a variety 
of levers. 

Firstly, a new definition of rural life is now offered by Insee. This 
allows rural areas to be defined positively and not in relief to urban 
areas. In this way sparsely populated and very sparsely populated 
municipalities will be considered rural, based on Insee's municipal 
density grid and in coherence with European definitions. It will be 
proposed that this new definition is used very soon as a reference 
for implementing public policies, for example in calculating State 
grants to rural territories. 

Moreover, the Rural Agenda brings together 181 measures intended 
to improve awareness of rural life in all public policies. The Second 
Interministerial Committee chaired by the Prime Minister on 14 

November was the opportunity to relaunch the Rural Agenda. 
This interministerial committee also made it possible to take 
stock of the various government policies touching on rural life and 
managed by different ministries.

Finally, the future territorial contracts for relaunch and ecological 
transition (CRTE) will take over from the rural life contract. 
Designed around a territorial project with a partnership process, 
this will be the preferred framework for relations between the 
State and the inter-communal authorities to support the mandate, 
which has just begun.

What are the impacts of the health crisis on rural areas? 

I can see at least two: a growth in appetite for rural areas and 
greater value placed on our local produce, in particular agricultural 
produce. Of course, there was an appetite for rural areas before the 
crisis. I recall that a Cevipof survey carried out in September 2019 
indicated that 45% of French people wished to live in a rural area. 
But the crisis has increased this desire. The phenomenon of mass 
departure from the large cities towards less densely populated 
zones at the time of the first lock-down seems to be translated by 
some indications of interests in the property market. By the same 
token, the good results of the tourist season over the summer 
period show a need for space, which is offered by rural areas. The 
whole point of our policy in favour of rural life is to create day-to-
day living conditions by increasing the range of services in these 
territories, from which everyone can benefit, in the first place the 
current inhabitants and the categories of people in the population 
who have the most modest purchasing power.

A second aspect, which the first lock-down highlighted, is that 
our country has been capable of feeding itself, of re-directing 
its provisioning essential in collective catering towards the 
food consumption of private individuals in just a few days. The 
contribution of our agricultural industry and therefore of the rural 
areas has had a major role, which must be acknowledged. This 
should allow us to reconsider the cohesion between territories, in 
particular at the level of food and the distribution of added value. 
The effort of the relaunch plan as regards territorial food projects 
is aimed at this objective, which is a component of the measures 
in the Rural Agenda. 
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Where are we with the implementation of the Rural 
Agenda announced in October 2019? To what extent are 
rural areas taken into account in the relaunch plan? 

The Rural Agenda is progressing well. Half of its measures have 
been implemented or are in the process of being implemented. 
This makes it possible to improve daily life for residents in rural 
zones. Without going into exhaustive detail about all the measures, 
mention can be made of the provision of 856 France Services 
spaces, of almost 200 territorial food projects, of 19 connected 
campuses in predominantly rural Departments, of 60 third places 
with quality certification in rural zones, and also of the 170 quality 
certifications under the “Petites villes de demain" [Small towns 
of tomorrow] programme less than one month after this package 
was launched. By the same token, we are improving the existing 
mobile telephone coverage over the territory, since 4G is installed 
on 96% of the existing network and this is expanding with the 
deployment of new pylons.

The Interministerial Committee of 14 November made it possible 
to mobilise fresh resources for rural life with 240 million euros 
to speed up fixed Internet coverage.  Eighty million euros are 
also planned for territorial food projects and 50 million euros 
are allocated to school canteens. Special attention will be paid 
to youth and employment in rural areas, with an increase in civic 
service jobs, the consolidation of the financing of 80% supported 
contracts and increased support for initiatives, which contribute to 
supporting the plans of young people. In this instance we have also 
initiated a new package, provided for in the Rural Agenda, on which 
I am particularly keen: territorial volunteering in administration 
(VTA). This package is designed to contribute to reinforcing the 
engineering tools and systems available to the smallest local 
authorities. Eventually 800 young people will benefit from this 
opportunity and therefore 800 local authorities will be supported 
in organising these. The young VTA people will bring valuable 
cooperation to these local authorities in setting up their projects 
and in return they will acquire rewarding professional experience.

The Rural Agenda also aims to ensure that national public policies 
for rural areas are better coordinated with local policies and 
territorial projects. The Commitment and Proximity Law prorogued 
in 2019 allows the day-to-day work of rural mayors to be better 
taken into account, their remit can be better articulated with the 
inter-communal authorities and their work can be acknowledged 
by access to validation of acquired experience. 

The Rural Agenda also deals with the issue of recognition of rural 
life. This is not just a question of definition, but is an issue of 
providing the public authorities with a tool, which allows them to 
target their policies and grants and therefore provides them with 
real insight into the facts (fiscal and budgetary measures) in the 
rural areas. I would also like to remind you that we have extended 
the application of the rural revitalisation zones (ZRR) until 31 
December 2022 and have increased the support grant for local 
investment (DSIL) for the territories by one billion euros for 2020 
and 2021.

Finally, regarding the relaunch, the future CRTE will be the 
preferred tool for dialogue between infra Departmental local 
authorities and the State for the duration of the coming mandate 
and for financing and implementing their territorial projects.

In your opinion does rural life in France have a specific 
feature compared to other European territories? How 
is rural life taken into account in the new European 
programme? 

Rural life in France is without doubt characterised as much by its 
great diversity as by the major role still played by agriculture in 
the local socio-economic fabric. The amenities linked to these 
territories perhaps result more than in other countries from the 
strong interlinking of their notably agricultural productivity and 
their other uses. The French countryside is the most expressive 
example of this. 

As regards the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD), the reinforcement of the socio-economic fabric of 
the rural zones remains at the heart of the requirements of the 
European Commission and therefore of the future National 
Strategic Plan. 

Legislation has been passed to maintain a 5% threshold of 
spending for LEADER and the consolidation of the global budget. 
The allocations envisaged for rural areas through EAFRD in France 
for the period 2020-2027 (1.4 billion euros) remain true to the 
tradition of continuing the allocations provided for 2014-2020. 

Support for rural life from EAFRD (European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development) and the European Social Fund (ESF+) 
constitutes a new element in the future programme. European 
strategy for 2021- 2027 strengthens the place of the territories by 
making proximity to the citizens one of the five pillars of the new 
programme. 

The issues of simplification (increased access to the options of 
simplified costs and to funding not linked to costs, simplification 
of the rules on VAT and projects to generate earnings, etc.) and of 
greater flexibility for the regional management authorities for the 
control of the envelopes intended for the territories (in particular, 
LEADER and the territorial part of the EAFRD) are also essential 
elements, on which we are working.

THE INTERVIEW
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However dramatic and overwhelming it may be, the health crisis represents an unprecedented 
opportunity for rural areas. It shows more than ever their capacity for resilience, innovation and 
transition. From health to mobility, through working from home, nutrition and social cohesion, 
there are concrete examples of rural initiatives undertaken in these times of epidemic.



Nursing homes, a local response
Management of potential carriers of the virus, coordination by telephone, coordination with various doctor's surgeries, carrying out 
PCR tests - the multi-disciplinary nursing homes (MSP) play a central role in combating the pandemic in the territories. The Mimizan 
nursing home is an illustration.

More information... https://mspmimizan.wixsite.com/msp-mimizan

More information... https://accionsierranortecv19.wordpress.com 

Towards a renaissance of rural life?    THE DOSSIER

Last March all the municipalities in the Sierra Norte of Madrid, 
supported by the Galsinma Local Action Group, launched a social 
action platform to combat coronavirus. Some 350 volunteers have 
participated in the creation of medical equipment, in cleaning 
streets, or in helping pupils in difficulty with their homework.

Spain has not been spared by the health crisis. In the north of the 
capital the forty-two municipalities of the Sierra Norte of Madrid 
have reacted by creating a voluntary, collaborative social action 
platform, which is dedicated to combating Covid-19. Acción 
CV19. "This was launched at the end of March when Eva Gallego, 
the president of Galsinma and the mayor of Madarcos, saw the 
emergence of the rural movements in Segovia and Albacete, whose 
objective was to combat what was looking like a major epidemic," 
recounts Daniel Caparrós López, coordinator of the Galsinma 
Local Action Group. 

Very soon 350 volunteers (elected representatives, health and 
administrative professionals, associations, residents, etc.) came 
together to make medical materials and to combat the isolation 
of the most vulnerable. Several initiatives have thus been 
implemented: collections of food and essential goods, telephone 
support - especially for old people, who could not receive visitors, 
urban cleaning, aid for pupils in difficulty, etc. They also succeeded 

in collecting some 103,000 masks, of which 39,500 were made 
by volunteer seamstresses. These masks were then distributed 
to retirement homes, health centres, hospitals, police stations 
and the different administrative services. Nine thousand gowns, 
as well as overshoes, mob caps, protective visors and parts for 
respirators, must also be added. "We put in an unprecedented 
effort and succeeded in ensuring that our territory was the zone in 
the Autonomous Community of Madrid least affected by Covid-19," 
said a pleased Daniel Caparrós López. The Sierra Norte of Madrid 
also tried to deal with the possible socio-economic consequences 
induced by the crisis by launching campaigns promoting tourism, 
craftsmen and local products, all of which were also supported by 
the Local Action Group.

In Spain, a social action platform to combat Covid-19
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A large number of doctors and nurses, an administrative service 
and a joint medical secretariat - the assets of the multi-disciplinary 
nursing homes (MSP) are a real strength during a health crisis. 
"In the first instance being a nursing home allowed us to organise 
ourselves quickly in the face of this pandemic. Firstly by creating a 
circuit restricted to patients with symptoms, suspected of having 
Covid, in a specific consultation room with a dedicated doctor," 
points out Maylis Grégoire, supervising manager at the Mimizan 
(40) nursing home "In addition, we adapted our schedules in order 
to avoid mixing the population within the establishment." Strength 
of these MSP: the coordination of care, in particular thanks to its 
team of five medical secretaries and doctors who boosted the 
coordination by telephone at the start of the crisis. "In addition, 
we agreed with the doctors of Health Authority serving us and the 
neighbouring municipalities, but who practise in their own surgeries 
that, via the dedicated Covid-19 circuit, we would manage their 
patients presenting suspect symptoms." Furthermore, the MSP has 
been practising drive-by PCR tests since August. "The laboratory, 
with which we work, has been overwhelmed. Therefore we have 
arranged for volunteer nurses, doctors and also physiotherapists 

to be trained to carry out these tests, which are offered for two 
hours each day and we are also introducing antigen tests." 

A collective project launched by eight general practitioners and 
the Mimizan federation of municipalities, the nursing home 
opened its doors in 2017. It received funding of 298,000 euros 
from LEADER for its creation. "These doctors, some of whom are 
close to retirement, wanted to modernise and revitalise the care 
system, in order to attract young doctors and to maintain local 
medical services," recounts Maylis Grégoire. "The reason doctors 
want to come to an MSP is that they can concentrate once more 
on their work: an administrative service takes care of personnel 
management, building management, etc." The formula has been 
successful: some twenty health professionals work in the MSP 
in the Landes, including two young general practitioners and a 
gynaecologist, who arrived in 2019.



"Exchange of ideas and the work dynamic in existence in our 
territory during the combat against the health crisis are the principal 
ingredients of the local health contract," believes Géraud Coustans, 
the coordinator of the local health contract introduced by the Pays 
du Lunévillois in 2019 in conjunction with the Grand Est Regional 
Health Agency. Designed to reduce the social and territorial 
medical inequalities, this package promotes exchanges and 

cooperation between different local actors: the hospital, elected 
representatives, health professionals, associations, companies, 
etc."In a time of pandemic we find it easier to find solutions to issues 
such as the lack of gloves or masks, the need for information, getting 
into contact with the competent persons, etc." 

Apart from these contributions, the local health contract partners 
are conducting initiatives to help populations to cope with 
Covid-19. From 26 June to 4 July a mobile PCR test campaign was 
organised on a bus, which traversed the territory, with a dozen 
dates in various towns: Blamont, Baccarat, Blainville-sur-l’Eau… 
Some 1,200 inhabitants were tested. The Social agricultural 
mutuality (health insurance fund) and the Maison des réseaux 
de santé [Health Care Network Centre] in Lunéville introduced 
"education modules on family health specific to Covid-19", mainly 
intended for old people: "The purpose is to teach the proper 
behaviour, to explain where the virus comes from, how to protect 
yourself from it, the importance of confinement and its effects, etc." 
A module, entitled "Stress and Coronavirus" is also offered in order 
to manage the crisis more effectively on the psychological level.

"Everyone united against the coronavirus" in Lunévillois
In the Pays du Lunéville the health professionals mobilised to deal with the health crisis. A mobile testing campaign, an education 
module dedicated to safety measures, to release from lock-down and the management of stress - their initiatives are coordinated with 
the help of a local health contract (CLS). Here are some details.

More information... www.pays-lunevillois.com/contrat-local-de-sante/combattre-le-coronavirus

More information... https://dromolib.fr 
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Dromolib's "Get back in the saddle" training develops practice and confidence  
in cycling.

In the Drôme, as in many other territories, the health crisis has 
changed mobility habits: the inhabitants have limited the use 
of the car in favour of quieter forms of transport. The Dromolib 
mobility agency supports this impetus towards alternative forms 
of transport in rural areas. 

"Release from lock-down was the cause of unprecedented interest in 
cycling," says Morgane Régnier with enthusiasm. A mobility advisor, 
she is employed by Dromolib, a company based in Crest, which 
brings together a network of more than 200 representatives from 
La Drôme (local authorities, associations, companies and schools) 
with the purpose of promoting and developing eco-mobility - 
sustainable, lasting mobility - in rural areas. "In rural zones 80% of 
journeys are by car and one journey out of three is less than 3 km. The 
health crisis has made many people want to travel to and from work 
differently, notably by bicycle, whether electrically assisted or not." 

Workshops to raise awareness, joint design of mobility policy, 
hiring cycles, training in ecological behaviour - the Dromolib range 
has expanded every year since its creation in 2014. Initiated during 
the pandemic, a new service is also being prepared for release: car 

sharing. The agency also reiterates that with the Law on Mobility 
Orientation (LOM) the federations of municipalities, which are 
currently not AOM (Authorising Authority for Mobility), are 
required to have held discussions on their willingness to take on this 
competence before 31 March 2021.

Eco-mobility in times of pandemic:  
the view of the Dromolib Association



Faced with difficulties, the rural areas have great resources  
of resilience and adaptation

The Member of Parliament for Isère, Marie-Noëlle Battistel also sits on the Commission for Economic Affairs in the French National 
Assembly. She expresses her opinion on the particular features affecting rural areas confronted with the current crisis and gives her 
point of view on the issues of mobility and food.

Towards a renaissance of rural life?    THE DOSSIER
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In your opinion, have the rural areas shown fragility or 
resilience in the face of the health crisis?  

The rural areas often have a more fragile economic fabric than the 
cities, which makes them more vulnerable to crises. However, they 
are not all alike. In the 4th constituency of Isère, where I am an 
elected representative, a large proportion of the mountain areas 
depend principally on tourism. Since lock-down did not occur until 
mid-March, overall the 2019-2020 winter season was saved. Then 
the summer season benefited from the decrease in the epidemic. 
Nevertheless, uncertainty still hangs over the 2020-2021 winter 
season and people are very worried. 

In parallel with the health crisis, the impact of global warming 
is very significant and long-lasting in the rural mountain areas, 
both on the tourist economy and on agriculture. However, in the 
face of the difficulties, these territories also have a very great 
resilience and capacity to adapt, forced on them by the harshness 
of everyday life at high altitudes. In rural regions generally there 
is often strong solidarity: the inhabitants know each other, and 
the most fragile have been identified by the public services. The 
social problems linked to confinement have therefore generally 
been well managed. 

What factors or conditions would allow the 
rural areas to express their full potential, 
especially in terms of mobility? 

The question of mobility is at the heart of the issue of 
attraction of rural areas, where the individual vehicle 
often remains the only solution for getting about. By 
its nature this question can only be dealt with on the 
grand scale, but this does not mean that it should be 
considered without the rural territories - and the majority make 
sure of this! The example of the Grenoble-Veynes-Gap railway line 
illustrates this commitment by local actors to the maintenance of 
an infrastructure line, which allowed them to obtain, not without 
difficulty, significant advances from the State and the local 
authorities involved. It seems to me that this is where the key to 
success lies: thinking globally about mobility and inter-connections 
between the territories, while involving the local actors to a major 
extent, for they are the people best able to identify the real needs, 
the expectations of the populations and the local features, of 
which account must be taken. 

What lessons do you draw from the first lock-down as 
regards nutrition? 

The reduction in resources has a direct impact on the nutrition 
of each of us, in particular on the most fragile. In these last 

months we have also 
seen a real movement to 
support short food chains, 
producers and local food 
shops, not affected by 
the closures. For the most 
part they report that their 
activity is maintained 
or even increased, while 
they innovate to provide 

more services to the citizens. Even if all consumers have not 
acted, everyone has been forced to stop and think and to call into 
question their practices, and this is an excellent thing. 

Of course, the attraction of local food was developing before the 
health crisis, but there is no doubt that the crisis is acting as a 
catalyst in this trend, both individually and collectively. Plenty 
of local authorities are posing questions, for example, on their 
systems of collective catering. The years to come will be marked 
by great changes in this area; therefore the entire industry must 
follow suit and adapt. A growing number of farmers are getting 
involved in this movement and we will see these numbers 
increasing in the years to come. It is up to us, the legislators, to 
accelerate the pace of change by these incentives and support 
measures, and by reducing possible constraints.

Thinking globally of mobility, 
while involving the local 
actors to a major degree

“



What is the intention behind the "New places, new links" 
programme?  

Born as a result of the "Do things together in order to live together 
better" Report, the aim of this programme from the ANCT is to 
support 300 third places for their territories: 150 in priority urban 
districts and 150 in rural zones. In September 2019 we launched a 
call for expressions of interest in order to identify these 300 third 
places by 2022. Currently 170 have been awarded the certificate, 
"Territorial factory" The programme has been granted funding of 
45 million euros and each "Factory" may receive between 7,500 
and 150,000 euros over three years. The selection is made by a 
committee of experts, previous winners, representatives from the 
National Council of Third Places and administrative authorities. 
Among the evaluation criteria we pay careful attention to what 
makes the particular features of the third places: open governance, 
a variety of activities and acceptance of different audiences. We 
also ensure that we cover all of the territory of Metropolitan 
France and the Overseas Territories and that the "Factories" are 
part of a territorial project. 

What role do the third places play in the territories? 

They are meeting places, places for trying things out, places for 
creating collective initiatives (AMAP, FabLab, etc.), for reflection 
and debate. They are also reception areas where the population 

can access services or receive training, notably in information 
technology. This is an opportunity for the territories to create 
employment and activity, while sharing the costs and the 
energy. By offering co-working spaces, the third places promote 
teleworking and combat the exodus from rural areas. The crisis has 
also shown that the third places were actors in territorial solidarity 
and vectors of attraction and social cohesion. Massively mobilised, 
they have produced medical material (visors, masks, respirators, 
valves, etc.), participated in the "Digital Solidarity" initiative, 
organised the distribution of meals and so on. 

What challenges must they confront in this 
unprecedented context? 

The third places are often constructed on precarious economic 
models: one of the main issues is to make them permanent, even 
more so since they have been weakened by the crisis. For example, 
we mediate with prefectures and different interministerial partners 
in the programme in order to respond to the problem of the third 
places. In addition, an investment fund (National Agency for Urban 
Renovation/ANRU and Amundi) has been set up for the third 
places in priority urban districts. Governance, land, facilitation of 
innovation and prototyping, emergence of territorial networks - 
we lead many other projects in partnership with the France Tiers-
lieux Association and the National Council for Third Places.

"The third places are vectors of social cohesion  
and territorial solidarity"
The objective of the "New places, new links" from the Agence nationale de la cohésion des territoires (ANCT) is to support and 
promote the development of 300 third places in priority districts in cities and rural zones. Presentation with Pierre-Louis Rolle, the 
programme director, who also returns to the importance of these places during the crisis.

During lock-down, the third places re-invent 
themselves
Remote digital instruction, radio broadcasts to continue 
educating pupils, participation in a farmers' drive-in - in Guéret, 
in the Creuse, the third place La Quincaillerie rethought its 
activity when lock-down was announced. "The health crisis 
is not a synonym for inactivity, far from it. It has turned our 
initiatives upside down, but it has forced us to innovate in our 
cooperation methods and in our range of services," states 
Baptiste Ridoux, director of this 1,000 m² community managed 
by the conurbation authority of Grand Guéret and linked to the 
CoLabora project. 

In the context of the pandemic la Quincaillerie has adapted and 
developed its initiatives: "We no longer receive the public, but 
we continue to assist in the use of digital tools, by telephone or by 
e-mail." Another initiative developed in response to the crisis is 
the manufacture of protective visors. When the first lock-down 
ended, La Quincaillerie had manufactured and distributed more 

than 3,000 visors to hospital staff, police officers, shopkeepers 
and trades people. "This initiative made the third place visible," 
says Baptiste Ridoux with satisfaction. "The times we are living 
through are consolidating our remits in the service of local 
development and are underlining our capacity to adapt, in order 
to respond very specifically to the particular features and needs 
of the territory."
*  European cooperation project on co-working spaces in rural areas coordinated by 

the Pays de Guéret Local Action Group
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More information... www.laquincaillerie.tl



Social cohesion, teleworking, access to digital resources -what impact has the health crisis had on the rural population? The view of 
Guillaume Rodelet, Director General of the National Federation of Rural Families

Towards a renaissance of rural life?    THE DOSSIER

11
2nd semester 2020

THE REVIEW
of the French Rural network

What lessons do you draw from 
the health crisis? 

Firstly, this crisis shows up the 
inequalities existing between rural 
and urban areas. More isolated, 
the rural population finds it more 
difficult to access medical services and 
digital resources. Added to this is the 
problem of equipment - one computer 
per household is not sufficient when 
you have to work and organise 

schooling at home at one and the same time - and that of the 
use of digital resources. Thirteen million French people, including 
a significant proportion in rural areas, have problems with digital 
tools. The crisis has also underlined how important it is that local 
elected representatives and local associations take the initiative to 
maintain social links and come to the aid of fragile, aged and/or 
isolated individuals. Finally, it has confirmed one of the results of 
our survey, Rural areas: perceptions and the reality of life*: for 81% 
of French people living in the country represents the ideal way of 
life. During lock-down a significant number of people expressed 
this desire to move to the country and change their way of life. 

In what way can the situation permanently change life in 
the rural areas? 

Among the developments, which we see as deep-rooted, we 
observe a desire to consume differently: by preferring local produce 
and services and by promoting re-use and "do-it -yourself". Then, 
enforced teleworking has been a boost for the use of digital and 
collaborative tools. Lock-down has shown that another way 
of working was possible and that this could be a catalyst for 
the opening up and revitalisation of rural areas. We should also 
note the development of tele-medicine and the highlighting of 
initiatives in the areas of living together, solidarity and personal 
care. This last sector, on the margin of traditional economic fields, 
is a part of the social cohesion and the quality life in our territories. 

How does your network of associations support families 
during this period? 

While complying with the health regulations, we maintain some 
services, such as extended after-school programmes or home 
helps, and other activities have been adapted thanks to information 
technology: help with homework, organisation of educational 
activities to do as a family, sporting challenges, etc. We have also 
created new activities to respond to personal needs: remote digital 
instruction, delivery of meal baskets, sewing workshops, etc. The 
crisis has also been the opportunity to secure new partnerships. For 
example, with the Association of Rural Mayors of France (AMRF) 

we have launched an initiative for identifying isolated persons 
and contacting them regularly. Many other local initiatives have 
been put in place, such as the creation of a drop-in centre in the 
Ardennes, a new leisure centre specifically devoted to disabled 
children. 

What are your hopes for the future of the territories? 

As mentioned earlier, the community sector is essential for 
maintaining social cohesion. Its role must be recognised and 
supported. This is even more important since after the first lock-
down some associations have struggled to relaunch their activities 
and have delved deep into their financial resources. Moreover, 
access to information technology in order to respond to the issues 
of mobility and access to public services must be developed, for 
example, by supporting information technology mediation points. 
Finally, we recommend the creation of a national teleworking 
plan, in order to promote this practice, which generates a better 
distribution of the population across the territories and also a 
better quality of life. 

*  Etude Familles Rurales / Ifop, October 2018

“A crisis, which has generated profound developments  
in our rural areas”

RuraConnect: the AMRF app, which makes 
working from home in country areas easier 

A meeting room in the heart of the Brenne 
Regional Natural Park, a co-working space 
at the foot of the Chartreuse mountains, 
an office on the shore of Arcachon Bay - 

this is the kind of rental offer proposed on RuraConnect, a 
platform launched this summer by the Association of Rural 
Mayors of France (AMRF). Intended to facilitate remote working 
and to reduce the time spent travelling from home to work, this 
tool relies on a simple concept: putting the town and village 
halls or the companies in the rural world, which have a working 
space to offer, in touch with processionals in search of an 
isolated office, a co-working space or a meeting room. 

The RuraConnect goals include: providing access to knowledge 
widely available by distance learning, supporting the appeal 
of the territories and relocating services to the countryside. 
The platform also contributes to giving a second life to 
under-occupied function rooms in more than 32,200 rural 
municipalities in France. The rates applied are fixed and uniform 
throughout France, by half-day. For example: €9 before tax for 
an open-plan individual office in a co-working space.

More information... https://ruraconnect.fr

https://grand-est.famillesrurales.org/162/prend-le-relais
https://grand-est.famillesrurales.org/162/prend-le-relais
https://www.ruralmouv.fr/6/mediation-numerique
https://www.famillesrurales.org/etude-FamillesRurales-IFOP-Territoires-ruraux
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Adapted to the needs of the territories, the LEADER package 
contributes to developing the attractivity of the rural zones 
by supporting initiatives, which enhance their assets: natural, 
heritage, cultural and economic resources. An illustration can be 
given with the projects managed by the Est-Audois Local Action 
Group in the Occitanie region. 

Attracting new populations and developing the quality of life for 
the residents, these are the objectives of a territorial marketing 
process (see box) intended to promote the attractivity of the 
territories. The subject is a major issue for the rural areas, which 
are affected by the exodus from the countryside. Therefore, must 
villages and intercommunalities recruit a specialist and become 
involved in a territorial marketing process in order to build up an 
image? Not necessarily: as a driving force for enhancing attraction, 
the LEADER process already promotes the prestige of the 
territories and their potential. "LEADER is an opportunity to seize 
hold of the image of one's territory and to develop its attractions," 
confirms François Galabrun, director of the Est-Audois Local 
Action Group. "From the moment a territory puts itself forward, the 
programme requires something quite unique: the implementation of 
a complete diagnostic report on the strengths and weaknesses of the 
territory. The aim is to determine the opportunities for and threats to 
employment, the range of tourist attractions, the natural heritage, 
the population, the commercial fabric and so on. From this analysis 

conducted with local actors (elected representatives, farmers, 
associations, companies, etc.) a strategy is prepared." 

Intended to respond to the issues and challenges for the rural areas, 
the LEADER process supports projects adapted to local needs and 
potential. "For example, we wanted to develop our identity and our 
image around our wines. This is translated in particular by structuring 
a wine-tourism offer via the label Vignobles & Découvertes obtained 
notably by the Corbières and Minervois regions." Another factor 
emphasised by the Est-Audois Local Action Group to develop the 
attractivity of its territory was the wealth of its bird species. "We 
are co-financing an initiative of the Narbonnaise en Méditerranée 
Natural Regional Park in order to create and develop tourist services 
around bird-watching." And tourists are not the Local Action 
Group's only target: "In order to attract graduates, to facilitate 
mobility for their spouse and to encourage people to move to les 
Corbières, we have funded a study on the development potential 
of the third place, together with the creation of six third places." 
Although the Est-Audois Local Action Group has, inter alia, used 
wine-growing and ornithology as markers of identity and vectors 
of attractivity, each rural area has its own unique features. "The 
story varies considerable depending on the place. At Pic Saint-Loup, 
for example, they have designed their strategy around the dry stone 
walls," says François Galabrun by way of illustration. 

LEADER, a driving force for enhancing the attraction of the territories  

"What is the asset of the rural areas? Their strong sense of identity" 
By Christophe Alaux, University Professor, Director of the Institut de Management Public et Gouvernance Territoriale 
(University of Aix-Marseille) and of the Attractivité et Nouveau Marketing Territorial Chair

"By promoting the residential, tourist, economic attraction and/or the events organised there, territorial marketing 
makes it possible to combat the exodus from rural areas. A territorial marketing strategy is designed around several 
stages intended to create, to communicate and to deliver a value to all the stakeholders in a territory with the objective 
of balanced attractivity. In the first instance there is a diagnostic phase intended to determine why an area is losing its 
residents and what is motivating those who wish to come there. The second stage is to work on the joint construction 
of a vision shared by all the actors in the territory with respect to the direction to be taken. Next comes the stage of 
strategy and of positioning the territory, followed by the action plan: which values, markers of identity and assets that 

should be emphasised? Monuments, architecture, the countryside, culture, gastronomy, language – the asset of rural areas is their strong 
identity. They must take account of these and make the most of them. Any scale is good for the purpose of deploying a territorial marketing 
strategy. The important thing is to create a collective dynamism, for the issue of attractivity is the business of all the actors in the territory."

More information... www.gal-estaudois.fr
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"The extent and diversity of our cooperation projects is one of 
the unique features of our project," claims Marie de Bizien, the 
coordinator of ACCESS'R. Managed by Leader France, this MCDR 
project (Collective Mobilisation for Rural Development) brings 
together partners, who are actors in territorial development in the 
rural environment: 10 French and 6 European partners. Intended 
to identify, disseminate and support good practice in the area of 
services to the population in the rural environment, in this way 
ACCESS'R extends from Estonia to Mayotte and from Brittany 
to Romania by way of Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain, Bulgaria 

and Hungary. "Our European partners are mainly national rural 
networks and local action group federations. Therefore this is both 
a global vision of the issues and knowledge on the ground. Involved 
in particular in the identification phase, they have identified the most 
interesting initiatives and projects in their territories." Out of the 
200 projects catalogued by ACCESS'R, some forty have thus been 
shared by the European actors. Twelve of them are now detailed in 
a collection of experiences concerning accessibility of services to 
the population in the rural environment. (see box). 

Between 2018 and 2020 the project partners have met four times 
during seminars and field trips, "an extremely significant period 
for creating group dynamics and promoting exchanges." With the 
health crisis meetings in person have been cancelled, but the 
exchanges continue by means of some ten video conferences. 
"ACCESS'R has made cooperation really appealing, both for our 
partners and also for Leader France," stresses the coordinator. In 
fact, the association intends to reinforce this partnership dynamic 
with a second cooperation project: ESPRIT. The objective of this 
ERASMUS + project, which brings together 4 European partners* 
is: "to contribute to the boom in innovative practices and solutions 
in the field of services to the population, by means of better 
transmission of the information on this subject to the territories and 
enhanced training for the actors." 

*  Hungarian National Rural Network, Spanish Rural Development Network (REDR), 
Leader National Union of Estonia, Tecuci Local Action Group (Romania)

ACCESS'R Project: sharing good practice at the European level
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Services to the population in rural areas: a collection of inspiring initiatives 
To capitalise on and disseminate innovative practices for revitalising the range of services in rural 
areas. This is the objective of the collection of experiments published by the ACCESS'R partners. 
The product of a work of census and analysis, which has taken two years to produce, this 66 
page document presents some thirty exemplary experiments identified within the remit of this 
project. They are classified according to the three major issues of better accessibility of services 
to the population in rural areas: "Preventing the exodus from rural areas", "Consolidating the 
attractivity of the territories" and "Supporting and hosting the populations". For example, we 
find the "village guardians" in Hungary in charge of providing basic services (delivering meals, 
shopping, patient transport, etc.) to the rural populations, the "My trial shop", which allows 
a person wishing to start up a business to receive advice and support and to test his project 
in vacant premises in the Alpes-de-Haute-Provence or else a multi-service, solidarity-based, 
sustainable grocer's shop in Mayotte. The publication also sets out the main levers for initiatives 
for revitalising services, together with support tools and systems: LEADER, the "Smart Village" 
process, the Maisons France services, the factories of the rural world, the territories with zero 
long-term unemployment, etc.

More information... http://leaderfrance.fr/2020/09/14/recueil-dexperiences/

More information... https://accessr.eu

Leader France and its European partners at a training session in the rural environment 
in Estonia, one of the most connected countries in the world.

https://accessr.eu/2020/09/10/publication-du-recueil-dexperiences-accessr/
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More information... enrd.ec.europa.eu

The permanent governance instance of the Assembly of the 
European Rural Networks, the LEADER sub-group and local 
development led by the local actors* held its eighth remote 
meeting on 18 September last. The central theme of the day was: 
the management of the Covid-19 crisis, its impact on the rural areas 
and the responses to it both by the European Commission (DG-
Agri) and by the Local Action Groups under the aegis of LEADER.

Flexibility in the use of EAFRD with more flexible and fast procedures 
in particular for the modification of rural development programmes, 
the possibility of starting up new measures and the creation of 
Measure M21 (adopted on 24 June), which is an exceptional, 
temporary support for farmers and SME particularly affected by the 
health crisis, etc. These are examples of urgent initiatives presented 
on 18 September by DG-Agri and accepted by the European 
Commission to support the LEADER territories in implementing 
their local development strategies (LDS) in the context of the 
epidemic. Furthermore, the initiatives and projects, which have 
been suspended or partially performed, retain their eligibility and 
a certain number of checks have been relaxed. The introduction of 
two transition years until 2025 between the current programme 
and the next will allow the current LDS to continue and will make it 
possible to prepare and select new strategies. 

The 8th meeting of the LEADER sub-group was also the chance for 
the Local Action Groups and the European Local Action Group 
Networks (Austria, Ireland, Sweden, Finland, Slovenia) to share other 
experience regarding responsiveness in the face of the epidemic. The 
outcome is that LEADER is the process most suited to cope with 
transformation in the event of a crisis. In fact, thanks to the ability 
of the Local Action Groups to organise themselves, their agility in 
combining local know-how with available resources and the rapid 
activation of the networks and the public/private partnership, the 
territories have been able to adjust to this new situation, while 
strengthening their resilience. The cooperation and the social capital 
(formed around a LDS: engineering, networking, NGO, etc.) makes 
possible social innovation and the inclusion of the most fragile, by 
reducing competition between the territories and by mobilising the 
available driving forces. 

An enquiry undertaken in 2020 by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry in 54 Finnish Local Action Groups has shown that 27 of 
them have recorded more requests for help because of the crisis, 
20 others have seen requests remain steady and only 6 Local 
Action Groups have seen a drop in their activity. In Finland the rural 
communities are diverse and their LEADER funding needs are varied, 
but one of the main issues put forward last spring for the majority of 
the territories was that of seasonal workers, in particular in the fields 
of tourism and farming. The National LEADER Association Finland, 
in partnership with a farming union, committed itself to resolving 
this problem by contributing, for example, to the development of 
an information platform linking job-seekers and recruiters and also 

supporting initiatives for promoting the territories to continue to 
attract tourists. 

At the end of the meeting the outcome of all the shared experiences 
was that a significant digital leap has been made in the organisation 
of life in the territories (virtual events, webinars, workshops, 
teleworking, etc.), in support for the processes and the volunteers, 
in the increased capacity (management and organisation) of the 
teams, notably in the area of short food circuits and digital platforms 
promoting local products, local companies and communicating 
support options. Finally, the other major role now played by the 
Local Action Group is educating the public and raising awareness 
about Covid-19. 

Hanane ALLALI 
Responsible for LEADER and local development strategies at the 
ministry of Agriculture and Food

*  The sub-group brings together 96 representatives of the parties involved: 28 
management authorities, 28 National Rural Networks, 28 Local Action Groups and 
12 European organisations. 

8th meeting of the LEADER sub-group:  
drawing lessons from the epidemic in the rural areas

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/8th-rural-networks-leaderclld-sub-group-meeting_en
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What does the crisis reveal in 
the health, agriculture and food 
sectors?

Although health crises of great 
magnitude recur regularly throughout 
history, Covid stands out for its speed in 
propagating, which indicates how global 
our exchanges have become. Its ability to 
cross the barrier between species, which 

allowed this disease to affect human beings, is facilitated by the 
simplification of the eco-systems, which makes them less resilient: 
this highlights the risks associated with the erosion of biodiversity. 
For years intensive single-species livestock farming has been 
increasing the risks of transmission of this type of virus and the 
risks of massive recourse to antibiotics. 

On the other hand, the crisis has shown the 
solidity of the food supply chains, thanks 
to which we have been able to avoid major 
shortages. At the same time, consumer 
demand has evolved towards more products 
from short food chains, with little processing, 
which is leading towards the re-localisation 
of food supply. However, there is real anxiety 
regarding the reconstruction or the restaurant 
and tourism sectors, which have been much 
weakened by virtue of the sudden stop to the economy. 

How does INRAE position itself in this context? 

In the combat against coronavirus we have made available to 
Inserm a certain amount of data on animal viruses. We are also 

involved in resolving other veterinary crises, such as bird flu. More 
generally, we are working on developing more robust systems 
at the food and economic levels, by means of forward-looking 
scenarios. We need to find a production-consumption balance on 
the global scale, with local variations. For the period 2020-2030 
our work is organised around five areas: adaptation to global 
warming and the management of global risks; agro-ecology and 
a halt to the use of phytosanitary products; alternatives to fossil 
energy sources (bio-mass, agricultural photovoltaic); information 
technology and predictive modelling of living organisms; global 
health (human, animal, environmental). 

How can the Agri-EIP contribute to the response to the 
current issues? 

The innovative participative and partnership 
processes trialled in the operational groups 
(OG) respond particularly well to the 
challenges we are encountering, notably 
because these groups bring together actors 
with very diverse profiles. This is an asset 
when the issue is to devise new effective 
and de-compartmentalised practices in the 
face of the challenges we are encountering. 
More generally, political choices are needed 
in order to know what we must give up and 
what we must transform, in order to ensure 

our health and food safety in the long term, with the ideal that 
health and food, in particular, represent the common good.

"Devising new effective, de-compartmentalised practices  
when faced with the challenges confronting us"

The Scientific Director Agriculture at Inrae, Christian Huyghe returns to the lessons learned from the current health crisis and to the 
possible responses to the new challenges it poses, in particular with tools such as EIP-Agri.

More information... www.inrae.fr/covid-19

Developing forward-
looking scenarios for 
more robust farming 
methods

“
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The inverse of urbanisation. This is in substance the definition of 
"ruralisation", a phenomenon studied by the 18 European partners 
in the EIP H2020 Ruralisation project. How can we create new flows 
and encourage young people to move into rural zones? How can 
we mitigate the trend towards urbanisation and the enlargement of 
farms? These questions exercise the minds of researchers, university 
professors, SME and local actors involved in Ruralisation, including 
members of the Access to Land, such as the Terre de Liens citizen's 
movement. "Europe is confronted with a rural decline, which is 
threatening social economic and territorial cohesion, farming in 
particular, where there is a lack of generational replacement," warns 
Alice Martin-Prével, project manager at Terre de Liens, with figures 
to back her warning: "In these last 15 years Europe has lost 30% of 
its jobs in agriculture and more than half of farm managers are more 
than 55 years of age." 

However, certain regions in Europe are showing better trends. The 
aim of the project is to identify these and to understand what are 
the initiatives that are supporting them, "such as the processes 
developed in Transylvania (Romania) to promote conservation 
of biodiversity by farmers and the implementation of agro-
environmental measures, while adding value to production by 
developing local brands" says the project manager by way of 
illustration. Another example at Moëlan-sur-Mer: "This municipality 
in Finistère puts its coastal wasteland at the disposal of young project 
initiators, in order to develop a local, organic food industry." It is 
this kind of innovative practice, which the Ruralisation partners are 

sharing and promoting. "Collaborating with scientists increases our 
knowledge of agri-rural and land innovations and helps us better to 
understand in what conditions they can be developed and applied in 
other contexts or on other scales," is the assessment of Alice Martin-
Prével. 

Quantitative and qualitative studies, action research projects, future 
workshops, analyses of property markers, evaluations of policies. The 
remit of the multiple types of work conducted within Ruralisation 
until 2023 is to find "solutions and policy recommendations 
promoting access to farmland, the revitalisation of the countryside 
and more ecological, sustainable agriculture." The results of the 
first study of 64 land innovations from 14 European countries will 
be shared in early 2021, notably at a webinar organised with the 
National Rural Network.

Rural regeneration under the microscope
The European collaborative projects, Ruralisation and Newbie explore the major issues raised by the demographic decline and the 
revitalisation of rural zones. Focus on these two EIP H2020 projects, managing social and territorial innovations, in which are participating 
in particular, on the French side Terre de Liens and Reneta.

Outing to an agro-ecological farm, in the Collserola National Park (Catalonia),  
on the occasion of the meeting to launch the Ruralisation project.

To support new entrants to farming more effectively, to help 
them to overcome the obstacles (access to the land, funding, 
markets, etc.) and to promote the development of innovative 
farming models. These are the objectives of the EIP Horizon 2020 
Newbie project, in which ten European organisations have been 
participating since 2018. "This networking project is intended 
to support new entrants, that is, any person, who starts up a new 
agricultural business or becomes involved in an existing agricultural 
business. Each country puts in place a certain number of initiatives 
to promote entrepreneurship and innovation and then shares its 
experiences," explains Jean-Baptiste Cavalier, Newbie advisor 
within Reneta. For example, the agricultural trial spaces for this 
national network offer to support new entrants to farming as they 
set up their business, irrespective of the type of farming envisaged 
(market gardening, livestock rearing, wine-growing, etc.). This 

support contributes in particular to limiting risk taking, securing 
start-up procedures and in re-deploying local farming. 

Thanks to the exchanges, the case studies and the field trips, the 
Newbie partners also gain a better understanding of the agricultural 
systems or the start-up models trialled in the various partner 
countries. "It is a good thing to stand back and to leave your comfort 
zone. It is also a chance to ask about the other's practices." At one 
year from the end of the project, the partners are now working 
on the creation of boxes of tools resulting from good practice 
identified in Europe. An online platform, on which everyone can 
register, also promotes exchanges between the different members 
of the Newbie network: new entrants, assignors, advisors, 
researchers, regional and national actors and so on.

More information... https://ruralization.eu

Ruralisation: responding to the decline in rural zones in Europe

Newbie: a network to make setting up in farming easier

More information... www.newbie-academy.eu 
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How can the projects supported by the EIP contribute to 
the response to the situation of crisis?

This crisis reveals the crucial role of innovation and multi-actor 
projects. Innovation makes it possible to develop systems, to 
discover the margins for manoeuvre and new sources of added 
value. This is the whole point of the EIP multi-actor projects: 
solidarity and cooperation makes it possible to construct solutions 
jointly by drawing on the knowledge of partners from different 
spheres, which will enrich each other, and by going beyond each 
person's individual limits. More global, more robust and sometimes 
managed by economic operators, the solutions implemented by 
the OG take better account of the complexity of an issue and are 
therefore likely to mitigate the impact of a crisis. Today, moreover, 
the actors of the territory are well aware of what they can 
contribute to expanded, completed projects supported by the EIP. 

What new issues and avenues for action have emerged 
in this context? 

The first lock-down showed the weakness of some of our sectors as 
never before since we have been supporting them. Wine-growing, 
horticulture, market gardening and goat rearing were struck with 
full force by a drop in sales and the stop to 
collective catering. But this situation and 
the consumers reflex of 're-localisation' 
allowed these sectors to identify new levers 
to activate, in particular in conjunction with 
the territory. The result of the crisis was 
to accelerate transformation and taking 
action by forcing the emergence of new 
ways of working and new needs, notably 
with digital tools for online sales or drive-
in sales on the farm. How permanent will 
these new habits and solutions be? How 
can we organise the actors differently to 

bring added value and to go out and find new markets? To reply 
to these questions requires reflection, especially on organisational 
innovation; innovating not on the products or the tools, but on 
cooperation and the organisation of the work in order to provide 
new services. The organisation of common working processes, the 
sharing of facilities and resources and the horizontal and vertical 
cooperation between the actors in a supply chain are some of the 
measures encouraged by the EIP. 

Can you give examples of solutions for the future trialled 
by the operational groups in your region? 

Under the aegis of the HVE BVL (High Environmental Value 
in Beauce-Val de Loire), for example, the farmers are sharing 
their farming practices around a common frame of reference, in 
order to farm more effectively for the environment and more 
comprehensibly for society. Agro-forestry, savings in water 
resources, conserving the biodiversity, covering the soils - their 
practices have many positive effects on the environment, but 
are currently little recognised. This issue of promoting the value 
of practices right up to the end consumer and of promoting the 
sustainability of agricultural production systems is also a key 
priority for the Agrognon operational group, a project which 
brings together the field-grown onion sector on the topic of soil 
conservation agriculture. 

On the whole, since the EIP was launched in 2016, we are being 
sent an increasing number of projects concerning agro-ecological 
transition and adaptation to global warming. The operational 
groups working on these topics have not been impacted by the 
crisis. On the contrary, it has confirmed their aims and propels 
them further into the future.

In figures:  
the EIP in the Centre-Val de Loire region 
4 calls for projects between 2016 and 2019 

11 operational group projects financed to a total amount of 
approximately €5 million (including €3.5 million from EAFRD) 

3 projects from the livestock sector, 7 from the vegetable sector, 
1 on setting up in farming

10 partners on average per operational group

More information... www.europeocentre-valdeloire.eu

"This crisis is accelerating transformation, innovation and action"
Operations manager at the Directorate of Agriculture and Forestry in the Regional Council of the Centre-Val de Loire, Florence Lejars 
shares her view of the role and contribution of the innovations deployed by the operational groups (OG) in times of crisis.

Created on the initiative of the Centre-Val de Loire Region, the Localdabord.centre-valdeloire.fr 
platform encourages consumers, who are "citizens and committed to solidarity" to support the 
actors in their territory: restaurateurs, shopkeepers, artisans and farmers.

http://www.europeocentre-valdeloire.eu/le-programme-de-developpement-rural-centre-val-de-loire/


COLLECTIVE MOBILISATION INITIATIVES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Organised by Villages Vivants, Avise and the RTES under the aegis 
of the TRESSONS project, at the end of September, the 1st Forum 
for Committed Rural Residents brought together more than 700 
participants. The virtual event helped to underline the key role of 
the ESS (social and solidarity-based economy) in the sustainable 
development of rural areas. 

How can cooperation in 
rural areas be encouraged 
and organised? How can 
the link be made between 
public/private actors and 
actors from the ESS in order 
to sustain cooperative 
dynamics? "The aim of this 

first forum was to promote the diversity of pivotal responses, which 
the ESS brings for the development of rural areas with regard to social 
and environmental issues," explains Floriane Vernay, operations 
manager at Avise, the cooperative engineering agency, which 
works towards developing the ESS and social innovation. "We want 
to highlight positive revitalisation experiments managed by the ESS 
and disseminate good practice: mobile shops, rural "conciergeries" 
(centres for the sale of local produce and social activities), third 
places, new forms of setting up in farming, etc."

Organised as a video conference on 29 September the event 
attracted more than 700 participants: project providers, local 
development workers, support workers and local authorities. "It 
underlined the wealth of solutions, what they bring to a local public 
initiative, how to support them, which levers for action exist, etc." 
The video of the testimonies and feedback are currently available 
on the Villages Vivants site. Examples of innovative projects 
to discover: rural “conciergeries”, rural third places, activity and 
employment cooperatives (CAE), or else village grocery shops, 
which are reinventing themselves by offering access information 
technology services, hairdressing or osteopathy. "The general aim 
is to offer the largest possible number of services, depending on the 
needs of the villages," comments Sylvie Le Calvez, director of the 
Village magazine and organiser of one of the day's conferences. 

This 1st Forum for Committed Rural Residents was held under 
the aegis of TRESSONS, a MCDR project, which aims to support 
the ESS in rural areas, in particular by means of initiatives 
providing analyses, tools, development and networking. "ANCT, 
ANPP, FNCUMA, the departments of Ille-et-Vilaine and Meurthe-
et-Moselle - with a large number of partners, we are working on 
developing the ESS in rural areas and to raise awareness in citizens, 
project providers, elected representatives, local development 
workers, support and advisory workers." Modelled on the ESS and 
Rural Life Guideline (see box), all the studies, information sheets 
or monographs from the territories as a result of work undertaken 
under the aegis of TRESSONS are available on the sites of the joint 
pilots of the project, Avise and the RTES (Réseau des collectivités 
Territoriales pour une Économie Solidaire). In addition, a cycle 
of webinars, free of charge, to "be inspired and act" extends an 
invitation to discover and support ESS and social innovation 
projects in the rural territories.

Forum for the rural areas involved:  
the assets and good practice of the ESS in the rural environment
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"ESS and Rural Areas" Guideline 
Sub-titled "Identifying and guiding rural 
social innovation for reinventing the local 
economy", this guideline, disseminated 
since September, summarises the lessons 
learned from the work of Avise and 
RTES in supporting and advising the ESS 
in rural areas. Definitions, key figures, 
levers for action - the 32 page guide 
provides information useful for a better 
understanding of the assets of the ESS as 
regards local development and for acting 

in support of the ESS enterprises in many sectors of activity: 
culture, food, circular economy, social action, sustainable 
mobility, health, and so on. Its purpose: to accelerate 
transitions to make territories more resilient, solidarity-based 
and ecological.

4 levers for action

More information... www.rtes.fr

More information... www.avise.org

https://villagesvivants.com/forum-des-ruralites-engagees/forum-numerique
https://www.avise.org/contenu/ruralites-tressons
https://www.rtes.fr/recherche?search_api_fulltext=TRESSONS
https://www.avise.org/actualites/les-webinaires-ess-ruralites-de-lavise-et-du-rtes
https://www.avise.org/actualites/les-webinaires-ess-ruralites-de-lavise-et-du-rtes
www.rtes.fr/retour-sur-le-forum-des-ruralites-engagees
www.avise.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/20201020/avise_mde_ess_et_ruralites_20200928.pdf.pdf


COLLECTIVE MOBILISATION INITIATIVES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

In September in Pantin the MRJC (Rural Movement for Young 
Christians) and the ADIR (Agency for the diffusion of information 
in rural areas) organised a day-long meeting between journalists 
and young people from rural areas. It was an opportunity to share 
experiences and to open concrete avenues to improve the image of 
young people in the press. 

"We are organising this day to re-appropriate to ourselves from the 
inside the issues of journalistic writing, in order as an association of 
young people in rural areas better to make our voice heard," explains 
Cédric Letourneur, a member of the MRJC national committee, 
with responsibility for farming and rural issues. “More generally, 
the challenge is to allow young people from rural areas to be better 
represented in the media, which currently has very little to say about 
this section of the population." Programmed by the MRJC and the 
ADIR as part of the MCDR JARA (Young Actors from Rural Areas 

and Farming) project, the entire day of 12 September was devoted 
to the place of young people from rural areas in the media, in 
particular the regional daily press and the specialised "farming" 
press. The organisers presented the key figures on the production 
and consumption of information in rural areas, in which the 
150 farming and rural print titles play a major role. Data from 
sociological surveys also made it possible to sketch the portrait 
of young people from rural areas in the diversity of their ways of 
life and aspiration in terms of employment, mobility, culture, etc. 

The rest of the meeting was dedicated to exchanges between 
participants with a variety of profiles: journalists, young 
people from rural areas and community leaders. The pooling of 
experiences and thoughts made it possible to devise ideas for 
initiatives to promote young people making their voice heard and 
their participation in the production of news: writing workshops 
in schools and colleges, an article, on the "meeting of minds" of 
young people and journalists or the possibility of taking inspiration 
from initiatives introduced in certain urban suburbs, like Bondy 
Blog, an online medium, born at the time of the urban disturbances 
of November 2005. "I am leaving here with the feeling that there 
are plenty of projects to be organised on the ground, in partnership 
with schools and colleges or other associations," confides Cédric 
Letourneur. We are going to start by devoting a file to these subjects 
in the Transrural initiatives journal."

JARA: for greater awareness of young people in the press
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More information... www.reseaurural.fr/projet-mcdr-jara

"Making it easier for the voice of the young 
to be heard" 
Lumir Lapray, founder of the Dem’Ain Association 

"I grew up in the country, in the department 
of Ain. When I was a teenager, I did not at all 
feel that I was represented in the media: a 
large number of them give a fairly negative 
image of rural life, or else they think that 
all people living in the country are farmers, 
whereas 93% of the rural population 
are not farmers! After studying Political 

Sciences, I worked as an advisor. Today, I am preparing to return 
to live in my region of origin and I have created an association 
to make known the expectations of young people in rural areas. 
Throughout this day I have appreciated the specific explanation 
of how the regional daily press functions. In addition, I intend 
to make it easier for young people's voice to be heard in my 
association's workshops."

"Sharing our thoughts and taking 
inspiration from others" 
Matias Desvernois, editor-in-chief of JA Mag

"Our magazine, founded in 1949, is part 
of the Young Farmer's Union. In 2019 we 
undertook a re-design of its format by 
changing the frequency of issue and by 
creating new sections, such as "Seeds 
of", which gives pride of place to young 
students in the agricultural sectors. In 
parallel, we launched our jamag.fr site. We 

are committed to reflecting the challenges for and expectations 
of the young people in our territories. It therefore made complete 
sense for us to contribute to this day, in order to share our thoughts 
and to take inspiration from the ideas of the other participants. 
I take away a very positive impression of this meeting. Specific 
avenues have been opened up, in order to give more space to 
young people in the media, to thrash out all the issues under 
debate, in a spirit of transition in today's society: changing the 
angle or tone of our articles, entrusting editing in chief to a young 
person in a given edition etc."

https://www.bondyblog.fr/
https://www.bondyblog.fr/
http://www.transrural-initiatives.org/


COLLECTIVE MOBILISATION INITIATIVES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

To offer breaks in the countryside, in a natural, soothing 
environment, in order to combat de-socialisation, restore 
confidence in oneself, treat addiction or learn to live with an illness 
or disability: this is the principle of the "shared sheltered spaces 
in rural areas with a social or therapeutic purpose". Small social 
or medico-social structures, half-way between the host family 
and the specialised establishment, these places are the object 
of a study undertaken by the Relier Association under the aegis 
of one of the axes of the TERREAU* project: to identify possible 
transfers and to build bridges between agri-rural projects and 
other activities. 

"We want to highlight these experiences: their activities, their links 
with the territory, their difficulties and success factors, etc. We are 
also interested in the profile of the project providers. What is their 
background? Why did they launch this type of project? How have 
they gained access to the land?" explains Raphaël Jourjon, Relier 
coordinator. Commenced in 2019 by the identification of some 
fifteen initiatives, the study is continuing this year in the form 
of investigations in four locations: the Roucous in Viala-du-Tarn 
(12), the Brox Foster Home in Brusque (12), the Residential Home 
in Pierrefiche (12) and the Mas de Carles (30). "The health crisis 
has limited the number of our field trips, but we ought to have 
finished our investigations at the end of the first six months of 2021," 
forecasts Raphaël Jourjon. 

Persons hosted, main activities, backgrounds and profiles of the 
project providers:  the shared sheltered spaces in rural areas with 
a social or therapeutic purpose cover a multitude of realities. "For 
example, some locations have for several years been supporting 

young people with "mental problems", others offer residential 
stays to young people on the books of the children's social services 
or provide shelter for several months to women victims of violence 
or persons suffering from addiction." The activities offered also 
vary: farm work, market gardening, landscape maintenance, food 
processing, outings to town or into the countryside, or more simply 
community life (kitchen, cleaning, etc.). Relier intends to publish a 
mid-term review of its study, together with the first experience file in 
the first quarter of 2021. "For next year we would also like to organise 
with the project providers a workshop on how these places research 
and adapt themselves for their hosting activities, as well as a further, 
more general meeting, to share the results of our study."

Social and therapeutic welcome in the rural environment:  
the shared spaces to be promoted
A partner in the TERREAU project, the Relier Association is piloting a study devoted to shared sheltered spaces in rural areas with a 
social or therapeutic purpose. The aim: to highlight these little known initiatives, which are involved in generation replacement and 
much more.

The open air as an element for reconstruction

Despite their variety, the projects analysed share similarities. Firstly, 
a rapport with the land, nature and/or farming: the garden, the 
field, livestock, or the forest are frequently at the heart of how the 
place functions. "There is always this idea of using life in the open air 
as the element that breaks the chain and allows reconstruction." The 
second point in common of these initiatives is the profile of their 
creators: often farmers looking for diversification or young people 
from the cities "seeking sense", generally grouped together in an 
association, and who take over a disused building or hamlet (in the 
form of a disposal, a long-term rental, a progressive accession to 
ownership, a cooperative acquisition, etc.). "This is the whole point 
of this type of project," confirms Raphaël Jourjon. "The providers of 
these projects promote generational replacement, the preservation 
of a farming activity, which is slowing down, the conservation or 
renovation of the rural heritage and the development of the activity 
(services, shops, events, etc.) of the territory."  

*  "Transfer of experiences, successful in the rural environment: dissemination, 
farming, uses", a project provided by the Terre de Liens association with 5 partners: 
Reneta, Relier, CIVAM, FADEAR and the CREFAD Network.

More information... terredeliens.org
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In the Mas de Carles olive grove in Villeneuve-lès-Avignon, an accommodation and 
social rehabilitation centre, which takes in young people in receipt of the RSA (Revenu de 
solidarité active) [work welfare benefit], disabled adults or retired people.

Terrace of the young people's garden at the Brox Foster Home

http://terredeliens.org


With the theme of "Reinventing work in order to live in the 
country: in which places? In what forms?" the participants at 
Innov’Rural, the annual meeting of the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes 
Rural Network, considered the developments in work in the rural 
areas. In the midst of the coronavirus epidemic the subject is 
more than ever a burning issue.  

New forms of work, new places for activity, such as the third 
places and the phenomenon of residential mobility - these themes 
coloured the 9th edition of Innov’Rural, a day-long meeting 
organised on 4 September last in Saint-Laurent-en-Royans 
(Drôme) by Cap Rural, the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Rural Network. 
Why choose this subject-matter? "For some years we have been 
noting that persons in employment are moving into the rural areas, 
particularly due to information technology and the possibility of 
teleworking from home. Today, we are no longer obliged to be in a 
city to be a graphic designer, an architect, a manager or employee in 
a company," confirms Patrick Grimault, operations manager at Cap 
Rural. Chosen before the outbreak of the coronavirus epidemic, the 
subject has also taken on another dimension with the health crisis: 
"When we saw the crisis approaching and the impact it was going to 
have on the world of work, we realised that it is in perfect harmony 
with the current situation, even if basic trends already existed. Covid 
intensified movement to the countryside and teleworking."

“Organised within the walls of the Place des Possibles, a brownfield 
site transformed into "a creative, cultural, solidarity-based, 
connected living lab", Innov'Rural was organised around three 
sequences. The first served as an introduction thanks to two 
procedures: one on the evolution and impact of resident mobility, 
the other on the new forms of work, the new desires and trends 
in the rural areas. Nine project providers shared their experience. 
"We want to mention all the types of activity that can be found in 
the third places: co-working, shared housing (co-living), fab lab, 

farming, cultural activities and activities offering a social link, etc. 
These spaces can be places for innovation and bring together the 
efforts of local actors."

The 135 participants - inter-communal and associative 
development workers, local elected representatives, project 
providers and researchers - have also tried to define landmarks 
and avenues for promoting and supporting the new places and the 
new forms of work. "The important message is that the new places 
and ways of working give us back prospects for local development, 
provided that the actors in situ know how to identify and support 
these new forms of activity." This remit is not as obvious as it 
seems, according to Patrick Grimault. "This sometimes looks like 
the arrival of the neo-rural population of the 1970's and 1980's, 
when there was mistrust of these people, who arrived with ideas 
that were changing and upsetting us. The elected representatives do 
not always understand this type of project. All the more so, because 
these are projects, which frequently do not have any well-defined 
economic model. Therefore it has to be accepted that not everything 
can be encompassed from the start." Although he believes that it 
is essential to accept and support these new ways of undertaking 
things, this is also because they can be vectors for links: "The 
project providers also bring new skills to the territories. If we 
take the example of information technology, they can become a 
support for populations removed from the new technologies."

Innov’Rural 2020 re-examines the relationship with workAuvergne-Rhône-Alpes

NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL RURAL NETWORKS

More information... www.caprural.org

Covid has intensified movement  
to the countryside and teleworking

“
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www.caprural.org/des-ressources/innov-rural-depuis-2012/7709-innov-rural-2020-reinventer-le-travail-pour-vivre-en-rural-dans-quels-lieux-sous-quelles-formes


Car sharing, solidarity-based transport - on request or local - there 
is no lack of mobility solutions in the rural areas. But how are 
these processes to be triggered? From what guidance and from 
what support can the territories benefit? "We want to encourage 
dialogue, notably among elected representatives, in order to launch 
projects in the territories. Alternative mobility solutions exist and 
open up a field of opportunities," explains Martha Métais, the 
organiser of the Norman Rural Network, co-organiser of the day 
on "Towards new forms of mobility in the rural environment" held 
on 6 October last. Associations, elected representatives, local 
government officials, citizens: 140 persons responded to the call 
to obtain information and strengthen the mobility dynamic in 
their areas. 

Bicycle-bus, organised hitch-hiking or bioGNV vehicles (powered 
by biomethane): so many innovative initiatives presented during 
the day to "give ideas and create the spark". "In Château-Gonthier 
for example, the Mobile I.T association has acquired a vehicle 

adapted for persons with reduced mobility. Volunteer drivers give 
their time - half a day or a day per month - to drive these persons, who 
have no other transport solution." A beneficiary tells the assembly: 
"I receive smiles and that creates a strong social link." 

"We have highlighted many less costly, less pollutant solutions, as 
well as funding packages from the LEADER programme and support 
from Normandy Region and the France Mobilité cell," states 
Martha Métais. In addition, throughout the event two members 
from Territoires Conseils, an organisation supporting and guiding 
projects in municipalities with fewer than 10,000 inhabitants, 
offered their expertise to those involved. The issues of governance 
under the Law on Mobility Orientation (LOM) was also addressed: 
a subject of current interest, in which Normandy Region intends to 
play a coordination and organisational role in conjunction with the 
territories and with the desire to guide them.

Mobility in the rural environment: solutions for the future to shareNormandy
In partnership with the Pays du Perche Ornais and the Eco-Pertica Association, Normandy Region, as part of the Norman Rural 
Network, organised a day devoted to new forms of mobility in the rural environment. On 6 October, at Rémalard-en-Perche, 140 
participants discovered initiatives, shared feedback on experience and exchanged views of support for rural mobility projects.

NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL RURAL NETWORKS

More information... www.reseaurural.fr/region/normandie/vers-de-nouvelles-mobilites-en-milieu-rural
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Rural Inspiration Award 2021: call for applications
ENRD is launching the 3rd edition of the Rural Inspiration Awards, a competition intended to increase the 
visibility of rural development policy and projects supported by EAFRD, to promote knowledge exchange and 
networking, to collect and exploit projects, which have been successful in the rural zones of the European 
Union. "Green Future", Digital Future" and "A future open to all" are the four categories in the competition, 
scheduled for 2021 under the theme of "Our Rural Future", in conjunction with the European Union's long-
term vision for developing the rural zones. A prize will also be awarded on the basis of public online voting. 

The final date for submission of entries is fixed at 18 January 2021. If you have questions, contact your 
Regional Rural Network, the National Network or write to awards@enrd.eu.

More information... https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/rural-inspiration-awards-2021-our-rural-future_en



"Housing and growing old" was the theme of the video conference 
organised in November by the Breton Regional Rural Network as 
part of its cycle of action on growing old in the rural environment. 
It was the opportunity to take stock of the actors, processes and 
financial aid for maintaining elderly persons in their own homes.

How are the elderly to be advised on how to remain in their 
own home? How can the social links be enhanced and isolation 
avoided? These were the key questions under discussion on the 
occasion of the "Housing and growing old" video conference, 
organised by The Rural Network of Brittany on 6 November. 
The organiser of the network and of the event, Camille Ménec 
began by giving the floor to Xavier Croq, commercial director of 
Finistère Habitat, a social landlord attached to the Departmental 
Council of Finistère. He presented an experiment conducted since 
2017 on support and guidance for growing old at home and the 
struggle against the isolation of elderly persons. The scheme is 
organised around three areas. Firstly, advice is given to the tenants 
on their needs by the customer service managers, who give them 
specific information, explain to them the services, which exist in 
the territory and ensure follow-up from the moment a difficulty 
has been detected. "There exists a variety of possible ways of 
adapting the accommodation: installing electric sockets at height, 
non-slip flooring, motorised shutters, adapted work surfaces, etc." 
To accompany this work, Finistère Habitat inform the tenants 
of the support services existing in their area, in conjunction with 
associations, such as SOliHA or AGIRabcd, and associations of 
volunteer retired persons, who come to the aid of persons in 
difficulty. Finally, in the third stage in the system, social links are 
strengthened by calling on associative partners like the Red Cross 
or VAS-Y to offer activities to the elderly persons: courtesy visits, 
weekend excursions, "budget cafés" etc. 

Manager of the Brittany agency of CDHAT, an association, 
which organises regional development planning and housing 

Brittany Helping older people to stay at home  
and combating their isolation

NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL RURAL NETWORKS

More information... www.reseaurural.fr/centre-de-ressources/documents/habitat-et-vieillissement 
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improvement projects, Frédérique Mercier then took the floor to 
present technical solutions, funding and aid for adapting one's 
accommodation for ageing. "Our job consists in particular in advising 
the elderly in their housing improvement projects and also in making 
them aware of the mobility problems, which they may encounter 
in their accommodation." Specific examples of improvements? 
Raising the toilet, creating wider openings, moving partitions, 
installing a shower seat or else removing rugs to limit the risk of 
falling. The speaker also explained the issue of guidance for elderly 
persons on requests for funding to bodies such as Anah, Carsat 
or through local authorities, for supplementary pensions, mutual 
insurance policies or other insurance. 

The meeting continued with several accounts of a participative 
housing project in the municipality of Saint-Martin-des-Champs. 
"I am a member of a social centre, which brings together elderly 
women. One day, one of us fractured her foot and her house was 
not adapted for convalescence. We then had the idea of entering 
a collective, participative living area, where we would be able to 
remain in control of our lives," recounts Régine Lafosse, one of the 
future residents. "The Fondation de France and the Carsat agreed 
to get behind us, as did the mayor and his team," said a delighted 
Gaïd Beauverger, an organiser at Ti An Oll, a social centre, which 
advises the group of inhabitants on the implementation of their 
project for shared rented social housing for the elderly. "35% 
of the village inhabitants are more than 65 years of age and there 
are more requests than offers of accommodation for the elderly" 
explained the mayor. Once 'cafés séniors' (cafés for the elderly), 
meetings with a notary or the CAUE and also visits were organised, 
a site was chosen in 2017 to accommodate a project for eight 
social housing units. The next stages are: to submit an application 
for planning permission, work through the architectural project 
with the inhabitants and then submit a request for a building 
permit to the municipality, together with a request to the Morlaix 
Communauté intercommunality for a social housing schedule.



SUGGESTIONS FOR READING
L'exode urbain - Manifeste pour une ruralité positive ; pub. Terre Vivante, 96 p.
A young farmer, bookseller and author living in Brittany, Claire Desmares-Poirrier shares her thoughts and her background as a 
former urban dweller. She invites the reader to take stock and analyse our daily lives in cities in order to take action for a more 
sustainable, more human, more rural way of life.

https://boutique.terrevivante.org/librairie/livres/4467/champs-d-action/458-l-exode-urbain.htm

Itinéraire gourmand dans les Parcs naturels régionaux - Recettes de chef, producteurs, produits 
locaux ; pub. Marabout, 248 p.
98 recipes offer a tour around the rural gastronomy of France The work by Marie-Hélène Chaplain invites the reader on a graphic, 
gourmet journey through the 49 French Regional Natural Parks. The author sets off in search of the products, which make up the 
wealth and particular features of our regions, as well as the chefs, who celebrate them.

Raymond Depardon, Rural ; pub. Fondation Cartier pour l’art contemporain, 124 p.
During the course of 1990 and 2000, Raymond Depardon travelled extensively through the France of the small farmer with his 6 x 9 
view camera. From this exploration of the rural world he took photographs, which tell the story of the land, the people, the manual 
labour, the isolation and the fragility of the small farms, as well as the beauty of the French countryside. His new book is a collection 
of 86 black and white photographs.

www.marabout.com/itineraire-gourmand-dans-les-parcs-naturels-regionaux-9782501151818

www.fondationcartier.com/editions/raymond-depardon-4

Le public des cinémas itinérants ; 57 p.
To highlight the essential cultural role in the territories provided by the itinerant cinemas and the relationship they have with their 
audience. This is the aim of this study published in September 2020 by the Association nationale des cinémas itinérants (ANCI) and 
the Centre National du Cinéma et de l’image animée (CNC), in partnership with the Ministry of Culture and the ANCT.

Biodiversité - Un nouveau récit à écrire ; pub. Quæ, 208 p.
Emeritus Research Director at the CNRS, Jacques Blondel analyses the situation of biodiversity, discusses the mechanisms of its 
collapse and shows how and why a revival of our relationship with a pacified and finally respected environment is possible and 
necessary.

www.cnc.fr/professionnels/etudes-et-rapports/etudes-prospectives/le-public-des-cinemas-itinerants-en-france_1334453

www.quae.com/produit/1654/9782759232109/biodiversite

C’est ensemble que se construit l’avenir des territoires
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