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Operational Group
Integrated Ecosystemic value-
enhancement of the Guadeloupe 
Forest Agrobiodiversity (VALAB)
Valorisation écosystémique intégrée de l’agrobiodiversité 
en forêt de Guadeloupe (VALAB)

Practical problem
Solving the non-viability of vanilla-based monocrop 
systems

Partners
SYAPROVAG, PARC NATIONAL, INRA, 
GDA-ECOBIO, Lycée agricole, Chambre d’agriculture 
(attestation de partenariat), ARECA, REZO129, 
SIMRA (associés)

Objectives of the project
In the past, agroforestry systems located in spontaneous forests and based on a great agrobiodiversity were found 
in Guadeloupe. Today, the valorization of private Guadeloupean forests is a challenge for biodiversity conservation 
and agricultural production. The Union of Vanilla Producers of Guadeloupe advanced the diversification 
of farmers’ productive system and its activities as a solution for the economic difficulties of vanilla monoculture 
and other perennial monocultures and elaborated the VALAB project. In a first instance, the project aims 
to study the feasibility of viable small-scale farming systems that will respect the integrity of the Guadeloupean 
forest biodiversity.

Main activities
Undergrowth field surveys, analysis of stakeholders 
orientations, aggregating partners around the VALAB 
design, participatory workshops with Syaprovag farm-
ers (on ecosystemic services and sustainable agricul-
tural production).

Expected results
Diagnose actual activities in the undergrowth of Gua-
deloupe; Increase our partnership about VALAB design 
and project; Elaborate a collaborative experimental and 
inclusive project for an ecological and bioeconomical 
valorization of the agrobiodiversity in the undergrowth 
of Guadeloupe.

Results so far/first lessons
Complexity and diversity of stakeholders posture in 
the undergrowth is a key factor to be managed prop-
erly. A typology of farming systems was achieved (5 
main farms types can be distinguished, on part based 
on heritage crops and those combining heritage crops 
and food crops); Cultivation techniques remain tradi-
tional without mechanization or synthetic inputs but 
with very high labor needs. 
The break with the dominant monoculture systems 
to increase the part of integrated agroecological small 
farming systems is hard to take into account by public 
policies.

Who will benefit
Farmers of the undergrowth, other stakeholders, 
Society.

Calendar
Start: 01/01/2018
End: 28/06/2019

Budget
Total amount:
€77,913.99

Contact: Arsène Vinglassalon 
Mail: syaprovag@gmail.com
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