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Practical problem
Despite a growing demand for grain-legumes, the 
deficient knowledge transfer of cultivation systems 
to end users hinders implementation and innovation

Partners
Thünen Institute, Scotland’s Rural College, Donal 
Murphy-Bokern, Leibniz Centre for Agricultural 
Landscape, Donau Soja GmbH and 13 other partners

Objectives of the project
The Legumes Translated project aims to promote innovation in grain legume cultivation systems 
and the associated value chains by linking end-users (farmers, politicians) with sources of quality-assured 
knowledge through transfer. In the project, innovations within these systems will be examined for their stability 
and feasibility to practice, especially regarding best-practice, economic and ecological aspects and then 
summarised in practical outputs.

Main activities
The collection and synthesis of knowledge takes place 
at two levels. Firstly, at the level of the Actor Groups, 
these are practice partners who carry out specific 
innovative practices in the cultivation systems and/
or in the value chain; secondly, within the Transition 
 Networks, which are defined as technical areas of the 
agricultural sector and value creation transition.

Expected results
The knowledge, which is initially collected and gener-
ated in Actor Groups and in the interaction between 
Actor Groups and Transition Networks, will be vali-
dated using a co-learning approach. A comprehensive 
range of primary communications will be provided on 
an internet-based knowledge platform and secondary 
communications will be generated targeting specific 
groups along the value chains. A wide range of media 
will be used, from written to audiovisual. The results 
of the project will be made available to the different 
target groups over a long period, well beyond the du-
ration of the project.

Results so far/first lessons
The project is currently in its first steps. Actor groups, 
transition networks and project partners came togeth-
er to exchange knowledge and decide future steps.

Who will benefit
The knowledge transfer and resulting innovations will 
benefit farmers who aim to cultivate grain-legumes 
and help policy makers to make informed decisions. 
Further, an increased use of arable land for legumes 
will benefit biodiversity and ecosystem functioning 
within the landscapes.
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