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Other Thematic Network
Combined Technology Network 
“Grasslands Tomorrow”
Réseaux Mixte technologique (RMT) « Prairies Demain »

Practical problem
Better and fully use the potential and the role 
of grasslands to fed ruminants.

Partners
IDELE, INRA, Arvalis-Institut du végétal, AFPF, 
Chambers of agriculture, France Conseil Elevage, 
ITAB, IFCE, SCOPELA, agricultural colleges.

Objectives of the project
As a source of support for a large number of research and advice stakeholders, the “Grasslands Tomorrow” network 
aims to place grassland’s foraging role and its positive contributions to the production of agricultural goods 
and farmers’ income. It aims to federate a network of researchers and advisors to promote grasslands for animal  
production: create an exchange area, an expertise and skills center, to encourage the sharing of approaches 
and visions between actors and users of the grassland and to develop collaborations between partner organizations.

Main activities
Acquire references and usable knowledge to structure 
and coordinate responses to calls, support research 
projects on the theme of grassland, monitor potential 
international collaborative projects and produce deliv-
erables and tools directly usable by advisors / Develop 
the role of grasslands in the training of livestock farm-
ers and future farmers by producing educational tools 
and by helping to set up “grasslands projects” between 
schools / Help to change the concern on grasslands: 
the main aim is to develop more positive and dynamic 
grasslands communication by highlighting its potential 
for productivity and supply of rich, balanced, adapted 
and economical food for productive herbivore farms.

Expected results
The major challenge of this network is to contribute 
to a better use of the productive and feed potential 
grasslands in order to maintain a maximum of grass-
lands areas, to reinforce the role of grass and grazing 
in the herbivores feeding systems, and to improve the 
technical and economic efficiency of herbivores farms.

Results so far/first lessons
Publishing of a pedagogic book, of a brochure on grass-
land agronomic services, creation of a library of edu-
cational films. Production of a guide on grazing, of a 
multi-threaded “Herb’Valo” advisory tool to meas-
ure the productivity and enhancement of grasslands. 
Homogenized methods, to better work together and 
to improve collectively by producing a series of fact 
sheets on different reference acquisition practices: 
grass growth observatory, density measurement, sam-
pling, performing forage analyzes. To create a link 
between actors, the network has set up a “Biennale 
of forage advisors”, a place for exchange and sharing 
tools, methods and know-how. Creation of a directory 
of forage advisors.

Who will benefit
The main beneficiaries and targets of the productions 
and deliverables of this network are the farmers, but 
also the actors of the council and of education. This 
network has focused on producing tools, guides and 
extremely practical deliverables that can be used in the 
field by learners, teachers, counselors and breeders.
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