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Operationnal Group
Collective agricultural diversification 
in the production of biomethane
Diversification agricole collective dans la production 
de biométhane

Practical problem
Develop a new source of income for farmers 
who are suffering from one crisis after another.

Partners
38 farms, an agro-industrial business, a company 
dedicated to maintenance of green areas, 
an agricultural school.

Objectives of the project
Produce biomethane, which is a renewable energy, and feed all power generated back into the main energy-
transmission network. Allow the project partners to benefit from a new source of income. Develop a circular 
economy and reduce greenhouse effect gas emissions. Develop new storage capacities for livestock manure 
and reduce odour nuisances during its application.
Pool farmers energies around a local development project along with agri-food industry partners and local 
authorities. Contribute to a greater biodiversity by growing intermediate crops for energy-supply purposes.

Main activities
This methanation unit will provide biomethane with 
a 254 Nm3/hour energy flow. This input results from 
80% of agricultural by-products and 20% of agri-food 
industry leftovers. This unit will have an integrated 
system of sanitization and will be able to treat differ-
ent waste (industrial food waste, grass…).

Expected results
A biomethane production of 23,000 MWh per year and 
a reduction of 5,200 tons of CO2 equivalent per year. 
 Almost 100% of biomethane produced will be exploit-
ed, as the energy necessary for heating and sanitization 
will provide from the unavoidable energy produced by 
“Normandise” partners, which are stakeeholders of 
AGRIGAZ VIRE project. A connexion with a hot water 
system has been established to transfer the unavoid-
able energy produced by “Normandise” partners. This 
system will enable further energy exploitation in the 
future with the agricultural school nearby.

Results so far/first lessons
A long-term project which benefits from the support of 
local authorities. A project which contributes to tack-
le great society and environmental issues and which 
shows the interest of working with different and com-
plementary stakeholders across the territory.

Who will benefit
In this project, the partners providing input for the 
methanation unit are also stakeholders of this project. 
The financial benefits will thus be distributed to local 
partners involved in the project. The partners’ joint 
diversification of economic activities enables to reach 
an interesting scale for a methanation unit with a di-
rect connexion to the energy network. The amount 
of gas produced will reach 20% of all gas used in Vire 
 Normandy for households and industry altogether.
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