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At a little more than half-way through the 2014-2020 programme, the Common Agricultural Policy via the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) continues to provide support for agricultural and rural developments. At 
the same time, town and country planning, rural life with agriculture at its heart are in the spotlight: food supplies, energy 
production, development of new activities and new services in rural areas are all core issues in our ideas about society, 
while climate change and the digital age pose questions about our habits and organisations.

The successful applicants in the second call for “collective mobilisation for rural development” projects demonstrate the 
diversity of the issues in the regions, from the equality of women and men to the link between town and country through 
youth issues and regional food systems. The deliverables of these projects, supported by the network, will make it possible 
to further strengthen the indispensable link between the national and local levels.

The European Agri-Innovation Summit 2019, to be held in Normandy in June 2019, is testimony to the dynamism of 
the European Innovation Partnership (EIP) and of the engagement of its actors in France. It will concentrate on the EIP 
contribution to agro-ecological transition, based on a multi-performance approach - an ecological, environmental, health 
and social approach. At one and the same time an issue and a challenge both for the farmers and the various sectors 
and also for the regions and their citizens, it is intended to identify, produce and implement practices, knowledge and 
innovations of all kinds: in agriculture, in technology, in organisation, in the regions, etc.

Digital tools open up new possibilities for enlivening the regions and making them more attractive. In the areas of society 
and culture by increasing the access points to shared digital resources, supported by assistance to the community (co-
working areas, third places, digital hubs (fab-labs), public services centres, etc.) they make it possible to take the needs 
of the regional populations into account when designing different types of innovative digital solidarity. From activity and 
employment cooperatives, to the increase in the types of appropriation of autonomous food systems, through the diversity 
of emerging mobility projects, it is now recognised that the rural areas are well represented in all these issues.

In this context, to take an interest in culture in rural areas, as the central file in this journal is proposing, is neither a spiritual 
supplement, nor anecdotal, it is to take a close look at an area, which is a major vector of links, at the heart of which there 
is enormous creative potential.

In the evolving landscape, the Rural Network is now well ensconced and recognised as a resource centre which provides 
information on all that Europe, through EAFRD, allows in support of these changes in progress. It is up to you, the participants 
to seize this tool so that all these initiatives become visible and supported and so that they move from the pioneering stage 
to becoming the solutions which make a society.

Valérie METRICH-HECQUET
Director General for economic and  

environmental performance of 
enterprises (DGPE)

Serge MORVAN
Commissioner General for the equality  

of the territories (CGET)

Jules NYSSEN
Director General of Régions de France
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"A new CAP devised in a spirit of modernisation  
and simplification"
Head of Unit at the Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development, Barbara Lücke comments on the implementation 
of the EAFRD in the European Union and in France. She also mentions the prospects for rural development, notably in the context 
of the CAP post-2020.

What is your vision for the implementation of the EAFRD in France? How can this be 
put into perspective vis-à-vis its implementation throughout Europe?

The EAFRD package for France represents 12% of EAFRD allocations in the twenty eight countries 
in Europe (EU). In absolute terms France is the major beneficiary of the Fund. With a 36.5% 
implementation rate, it is in the fourteenth rank with respect to all the Member States, above the 
EU average (34%). With respect to other States with the highest EAFRD grants (in order, Italy, 
Germany, Poland, Spain and Romania), France is in second position in terms of payments up until 
the third quarter of 2018, after Romania (40%), but in front of Germany (33%), Spain (25%), 
Poland (24%) and Italy (21%).

At the national level in France, total public spending on the 29 rural development programmes 
(RDP) comes to 16.49 billion euros and the EAFRD budget for 2014-2020 is 12.01 billion euros. 
When the twenty-nine regional RDP are compared, significant disparities between regions and 
between measures in implementing the programmes can be noted.

Apart from the figures, we have observed that after a difficult start (due inter alia to problems 
with information technology tools), the programmes have been well implemented in Metropolitan 
France. The rate of payments in the third quarter of 2018 is above the EU average.

Which main projects are supported by EAFRD, in Europe and in France?

EAFRD intervenes in a variety of areas: production quality, performance of agricultural and forestry 
holdings, setting up young farmers, farm modernisation, protection of the bio-diversity, agro-
environmental and climatic measures, sustainable management of the forests, community-led 
local development (CLLD), basic services in rural areas, etc. Put simply, EAFRD supports farming and 
forestry projects and/or in rural areas.

More specifically, when the European structural and investment funds (including EAFRD) monitoring 
committees visited the regions, I had the opportunity to meet the beneficiaries and to note with 
satisfaction the very great diversity of projects financed by this fund, considered from the 
viewpoint of quality, as well as of budget. In fact, the projects supported were capable of 
mobilising a budget going from several thousand euros (for example a LEADER project) to several 
million euros (for example an investment project). The projects financed this and are testimony, if 
need be, to the great richness and diversity of European aid.
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What are the prospects for rural development, LEADER, 
the EIP and the Rural Network in the next programming? 

On the 1st of June 2018, the Commission published its legislative 
proposals for the CAP post-2020. These proposals are accompanied 
by an impact analysis, which evaluates the alternative scenarios 
for the development of the policy, based on a quantitative and 
qualitative analysis. These proposals are currently being debated 
in the European Parliament and in the European Council. 

In the new architecture of the CAP the first and second pillars 
(rural development) will together form the CAP Strategic Plan. 
This plan will have the aim of encouraging, in particular, know-
how, innovation and digitisation in agriculture and in 
rural zones. The strategic plans will include strategies 
for AKIS (Agricultural Knowledge and Information 
Systems) in order to reinforce interaction 
between the different parties involved: advisors, 
researchers, rural networks, etc. In this context all 
the support systems of the second pillar are retained, 
namely:

•  area payments (e.g. managerial commitments on 
regional constraints);

• pro-environment investments (efficacy of resources);

•  transfer of knowledge (e.g. individual advice on 
climate change);

•  innovation (e.g. adapting precision farming techniques to new 
contexts);

•  cooperation (e.g. organising sustainable provision of agricultural 
waste for energy production).

If we take the LEADER / CLLD example, the objective is clearly 
defined: the CLLD should provide structural changes, develop 
skills and stimulate innovation. Furthermore, a budget allocation 
to LEADER of at least 5% of the total EAFRD contribution 
to the CAP strategic plan is proposed. In the Commission's 
proposals for the CAP post-2020, more flexibility in the choice 
and control of measures can be seen for LEADER. The demands 
for implementation of the integral multi-fund strategies by the 
Member States are also clearer. Finally, the emphasis is on results 
(flexibility of the local action groups versus objectives fixed by the 
DPR): LEADER must demonstrate its specific impact.

What are the key points to remember about the new 
CAP?

The key elements of the reform of the CAP have been prepared 
with the aim of adjusting the balance between the responsibilities 
of the European Union and the Member States (more subsidiarity 
during implementation) and also with the intention of simplifying 
and modernising the CAP. From now on, support will be more 
targeted, based on performance and results and not solely on 
the beneficiaries' compliance with the rules. Moreover, climate 
and environmental aspirations will be accentuated.

THE INTERVIEW

The essence of the CAP 2021-2027
A targeted, flexible, efficient policy: these are the watchwords 
for the new CAP, currently under debate in the European 
Parliament and in the Council. Its objective is to support the 
development of a more competitive and resilient agriculture 
based on knowledge and innovation, with more fairness 
and efficiency in the distribution of aid among the Member 
States and farmers. Furthermore, the expectations of society 
will be taken more into account, together with the climactic 
and environmental issues (preservation of bio-diversity, the 
countryside, etc.) and climatic issues. This entails ensuring a 
fair income for farmers and dynamising the rural areas (growth, 
employment, generation renewal), while ensuring food quality 
and re-establishing balance in the food chain. This new common 
agricultural policy could be adopted as from spring 2019 
to come into force in 2021, in a streamlined administrative 
framework. The forecast budget for implementing the policy is 
365 billion euros, or 28.5 % of the budget of the twenty-seven 
Member States of the EU.

Encouraging know-
how, innovation and 
digitisation in farming 
and rural areas

“
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It contributes to bringing regions together, favouring citizen participation, developing tourism, 
preserving the life style of the inhabitants, promoting the food quality. Culture is a major issue 
for the development of rural regions. But how do you bring it to the inhabitants' doorsteps? What 
orientations and priorities should be given to education and art and culture in rural areas? These 
questions and many others exercise the minds of the Rural Network and the cultural actors. Their 
shared ambition is to make culture a real lever for social cohesion, economic development and 
attractiveness for the rural areas. Avenues for reflection and possible responses are to be found in 
this file.



How can cultural projects be supported in rural areas?
Organised by the Ministries of Culture and Territorial Cohesion, 
the General Commission for Territorial Equality (CGET) and the 
national Rural Network, the First National Culture and Rural 
Areas Meetings were held on 29 June 2018. The objective of the 
event is to provide national visibility to cultural projects in rural 
areas and to encourage collaboration between actors in culture 
and rural development. 

Artists, managers of cultural structures, researchers, public and 
private actors, all met together in the space of one day. In front of 
them, on stage, were a professor of geography, a heritage architect, 

mayors, politicians, and cultural and regional development experts 
were brought together for round table discussions. This was 
an opportunity to take stock of cultural and rural development 
policies at the European, national, regional and local level, involving 
in particular close collaboration between the State, the players on 
the ground and the different local authorities. In a second phase 
the meeting discovered cultural projects responding to the specific 
needs of the rural areas:  interventions beyond the walls, moving 
works of art and artists from place to place, dual-purpose locations 
bringing together a library and the administrative services, etc.

David Lamb, representative of the European 
Rural Development Network

"There are many points in common between French 
cultural events and those of other European countries, 
for the rural areas in France are working on similar 

issues: how can we create attractive projects for the populations and 
the tourists? How can we attract the younger generations?"

Carine Gonzalez, Director of the Pays Pyrénées-
Méditerranée Local Action Group

"The cultural issues in my region are also found in other regions, in 
particular the issue of moving works of art, artists and the public. I value 
the testimonies from regions more experienced in managing events, 
artistic practices and artists in residence. I have also held discussions 
with a representative from a programming organisation, which 
organises concerts accessible to everyone, without prerequisites: we 
share the same process of cultural democratisation."

Yannick Jaulin, story-teller, Director of the 
rural cultural centre, Nombril du Monde in 
Pougne-Hérisson (79)

"Historically, the rural world has undergone a 
depreciation, a desire to make the minority languages 

disappear and with them, a network for transmitting know-how and 
interpersonal skills. Nowadays, the ageing of the population often 
goes with the closure of social centres. The challenge is to re-invent a 
rural world, in which farming no longer stands at the centre of social 
life, in order to give rural life back its pride. Culture can contribute by 
constructing a symbolic language, a record for the rural areas. It is an 
essential workplace."

Culture and rurality    THE DOSSIER

The Cultural Territories Single Platform
A new observation and development tool initiated by the 
Ministry of Culture, this online platform offers a wide overview 
of the cultural projects organised in the rural areas. It contributes 
by offering them na-tional visibility, feeds a data base and 
facilitates the creation of a network of players involved. To date, 
nearly 400 projects are listed and can be consulted, notably 
by searching by thematic filters. You are developing a cultural 
project in a rural area? Add it by means of the online form.
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"Food, Agri-Culture" Convention:  
when art infiltrates agricultural schools
Since 1990, a convention drawn up between the Ministry of Agriculture and Food and the Ministry of Culture has been making a 
notable contribution to the development of education and artistic and cultural practices in agricultural education. This is illustrated 
by projects like the one below.

"To promote and develop art and culture in the rural areas": this is 
the ambition shared by the Ministries of Agriculture and Food and 
Culture as part of the "Food, Agri-Culture" Convention. Deployed 
at the regional level by the Regional Directorates of Cultural 
Affairs (DRAC) and the Regional Directorates of Food, Agriculture 
and Forestry (DRAAF), the particular objective of this convention 
is to promote cultural initiatives in the regions and to develop 
French cultural heritage in the widest sense: gastronomy, historical 
monuments, know-how, life styles, the countryside, agricultural 
land, etc. In particular, it supports the funding of artistic and 
cultural education projects in agricultural schools. For example, 
this is the case for the 'Living and Building* in Montreuil-Bellay' 
project at the Edgard Pisani Agricultural School (49). 

With the help and advice of Lucas Grandin, a plastic artist, the 
vocational baccalaureate sixth form students on the “Landscaping” 
and “Vine and Wine” courses designed and built an igloo from 
Douglas fir wood. Oriented towards the viticulture aspects of the 
establishment, the structure is intended to offer a space for peace 
and quiet, for reflection, encounters and contemplation. "The 
artist was able to spend two weeks in residence at our establishment 
thanks to a call for tenders from the Regional Directorate of Cultural 
Affairs (DRAC) launched as part of the Food and Agri-Culture 
Agreement," explains Virginie Jadeau, a teacher of socio-cultural 
education. The project was divided into several phases. First of all, 
the artist presented to the sixth formers his works, his structures 
in wood created "with and in the interest of a community". The 
students then spent one week creating their structure in the school 
courtyard. Today the structure is shaped like an ammonite, in 
reference to the architecture of their school and the composition 
of the soil. In the meantime the Montreuil-Bellay (49) municipality 
has decided to derive inspiration from the experiment: it proposes 
the collaborative construction of a new work in the town centre. 
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"Promoting educational socio-cultural 
activities in agricultural teaching" 

Claire Latil, organiser of the national Cultural Organisation 
and Development (ADC) network

Socio-Cultural Education is the opportunity for the students to 
become open to cultural and artistic is-sues and also to have the 
experience at first hand of creating something and becoming an 
author. This training, which is specific to agricultural schools, is 
not restricted to art and culture. It also allows the students to 
gain a better understanding of their environment, their territory 
and the socio-cultural, economic and ecological issues of our 
time. This work is accomplished via what are known as active 
teaching methods, thanks to which the student "learns by 
doing", especially how to construct projects. My job is to provide 
support in developing projects and making actions more clearly 
comprehensible to the teams engaged in the cultural centers 
and activities in agricultural schools and more specifically, in 
the regional Cultural Organisation and Development (ADC) 
networks, which bring together teachers of socio-cultural 
education. The aim of these networks is to pool experiences and 
projects, as with “Living and Building”. These are also places for 
reflection and exchanging information on activities and cultural 
development.

http://education-socioculturelle.ensfea.fr

*  Living and Building is a theme launched at the initiative of the réseau art'ur, the 
Cultural Organisation and Development (ADC) network of the Pays de la Loire.
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"La Chanson du Bistrot": promoting human heritage  
and the social link in rural areas

Launched in 2017 and developed by the Pays de Chaumont Local Action Group, the “La Chanson du Bistrot” Project paid 
tribute to the people who make the local cafés come alive. Six songs, created for the occasion “bar room chat”, were 
performed during a tour of the local bistros. This highlighted a resolutely convivial cultural initiative and was greatly 
appreciated by the inhabitants.

In May 2018 the five bistros in the Pays de Chaumont (Greater 
East), as well as a local products market warmly welcomed the “La 
Chanson du Bistrot" tour as part of a project of the same name 
led by the Pays de Chaumont Local Action Group. Accompanied 
by the members of her “Aubade Band” choir, the composer-
performer, Éléonore Bovon travelled throughout the region to sing 
her creations.

In 2017 the artist spent her time sitting at café tables to write 
songs inspired by the bistros of the regions and by those who 
make them come alive: bar owners and managers, customers 
from the local area and elsewhere, etc. She drew inspiration 
from atmospheres, anecdotes, witty remarks and snatches of 
conversation to give life to six original, poetic songs. "Sometimes 
villagers have been fre-quenting the same café for twenty or thirty 
years," says Élodie Juillet, Culture and Regional Event Manager at 
the Syndicat Mixte du Pays de Chaumont. "Sometimes the bar has 
changed hands, but some of the customers are still there! The café is 
where they meet, talk about current events, about their village, their 
families, their health. We have even collected the testimony of a man 
who grew up in one of the bistros!" There was plenty of material for 
producing the songs and we were immediately en-thusiastic about 
the project."

Éléonore Bovon's songs have been performed as evening shows, in 
a café-concert format and even during the lunch-hour. "This type 
of action contributes to strengthening social links in rural areas," 

comments Élodie Juillet. "It pays tribute and gives recognition to 
our human heritage. In fact, in these compositions the inhabitants 
hear the echo of their everyday lives."

The Local Action Group relied on participation in the smallest 
details of the project: it entrusted the production of the poster 
for the tour to first year BTS Graphic Design students from the 
Lycée Charles-de-Gaulle in Chaumont. "This allowed them to 
practice responding to 
an order," explains 
Élodie Juillet. Four 
high-quality proposals 
were submitted to 
the audience vote in 
2017 and one of them 
was retained. Finally 
a video maker from 
Haute-Marne filmed 
the Aubade Band shows 
and rehearsals in order 
to produce a video clip 
recounting the tour.

Culture and rurality    THE DOSSIER
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What will be the cultural projects for the rural areas of tomorrow?
Jointly constructing the means, methods and tools, for organising events and the cultural development of the regions, 
consistent with their realities and needs. This issue was at the heart of the “Artistic and Cultural Projects in Rural Areas” 
encounters organised at the beginning of November in Ardèche, follow-ing up on the First National Culture and Rural Areas 
Meetings (see p. 7).

What are the particular features of cultural projects in rural 
areas? What issues and needs emerge from cooperation between 
rural areas? How to re-open the dialogue between rural zones 
and urban centres? These major issues have punctuated the 
national Artistic and Cultural Projects in Rural Areas encoun-ters 
proposed by the UFISC (Federal Union for Intervention of Cultural 
Structures) on 7 and 8 Novem-ber in Mirabel. The event, to which 
the Rural Network was invited, brought together some hundred 
par-ticipants, including members of the UFISC as well as artists 
and those active in social and inclusive economics, professional 
networks, researchers, politicians, technicians, cultural 
associations, social centres, etc. They discussed how better to 
support the local dynamics and take into account citizens' artistic 
and cultural initiatives.

For example, round table discussions and workshops on issues of 
tourism, youth and the traditional arts gave the opportunity to 
consider developments at the heart of rural life and also in public 
action. Which were some of the most debated subjects? Mobility, 
joint structuring of public policies, representations of rural life 
or the recognition of citizen participation. The participants put 
forward numerous proposals: working on joint structuring as an 
issue for the work programme for the years to come, reaffirming 
and supporting the concept of cultural rights, developing the range 
and capacities for engineering and structural support, defending 
the concept of regional cultur-al projects.

THE DOSSIER    Culture and rurality
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"There is a noticeable deterioration in accessibility to public 
services across all rural areas. Maintaining and boosting these 
services is a major issue." The President of Leader France, Thibaut 
Guignard sounds the alarm and wishes to supply answers to this 
complex question. How? Principally by deploying the Access’R 
project. Launched last November at the Leader France General 
Assembly, this package is intended to make it possible to identify 
good practice as regards to services to the population in rural 
areas, at the national and European level and then to ensure 
its dissemination on a large scale. Alexis Lebrat, the Secretary 
General of Leader France explains, "In every local strategy under-
taken in the LEADER programme there is at least one axis responding 
to services to the population and to the person. Many Local Action 
Groups in Metropolitan France and in the overseas departments are 
working on this issue, but at present no-one is sure who is doing what. 
The idea is to identify the projects and to transpose them to other 
regions."

How can local services, services to individuals, school or medical 
services be maintained and boosted? How are we to develop new 
ways of offering and sharing these services? "These issues require 
careful attention and we must act urgently to respond to the needs 
and expectations of the population," stresses Monica Ronecker, 
the coordinator of Access’R. At the project's launch seminar 150 
players in rural areas discussed the needs and expectations of the 

inhabitants of rural zones, together with the solutions, which are 
emerging thanks to innovation in the regions. Nine of these were 
presented. For example, one of these was Sensibus, an initiative of 
the Pays d’Auge (Calvados) Local Action Group. The crew of this 
itinerant vehicle meets persons aged over 60 to show them the 
systems, which exist to help them continue to live in their own 
home. A site visit also invited the participants to discover revi-
talisation projects in the Bassin de Marennes financed jointly by 
EAFRD funds though the LEADER programme: a cinema, a media 
library, a games library, an independent bookshop as well as a non-
profit associative bar. "The public has been able to follow the whole 
process of implementing a project, from the concept through the 
search for funds, to the realisation of the project," testifies Monica 
Ronecker. 

Access’R echoes the Cork 2.0 Declaration "for a better life in rural 
areas". Programmed until 2021, the project will be undertaken in 
three phases. The first year is devoted to identifying and collecting 
local innovative concepts. "We are 17 partners, including five 
Europeans. Each one is responsible for identifying good practice in 
its region." Next will come the phase of dissemination and support 
for future project initiators.
Each initiative retained will be the subject of a data sheet 
disseminated on an Internet site "so that the politicians, the project 
providers and the associations may appropriate this information."

Access’R : Leader France defends services  
to the public in rural areas 

On 5 November 2018 at its General Assembly in La Rochelle LEADER France officially launched the Access’R project. This 
programme of capitalisation and dissemination of best practice as concerns services to the public in rural areas responds to 
a desire: defend the place of rurality in European public policies.

ACTUS LEADER

2nd semester 2018
THE REVIEW

of the French Rural network 11

More information... http://leaderfrance.fr/projet-accessr/presentation-du-projet-accessr

© Eric Houdbine



Representing 75% of French national territory and 45% of the 
population, the Association Nationale des Pôles d’équilibre 
territoriaux et ruraux et des Pays (ANPP) organised its general 
assembly on 8 and 9 October. This major event is reported below. 

Representatives from the territorial poles, the Pays, the Local 
Action Groups, the development and corporate councils, local 
politicians, associations, private players, etc - more than 500 
persons participated in the General Assembly of the Association 
Nationale des Pôles d’équilibre territoriaux et ruraux et des Pays 
(ANPP) on 8 and 9 October at the Centre Prouvé in Nancy. The 
aim of the event: “To im-prove, through a joint reflection, the 
legislation and the regulations in order to facilitate the emer-
gence of projects pivotal for our territories" explains Michael 
Restier, the Director of the ANPP. The two days of debate and 
discussion centered around twelve workshops and six conferences 
on subjects such as the alliance between the public and private 
sectors, ecological development and the potential for innovation 
of the territories, EU policies 2021-2027,etc.

On Monday 8 October, an innovative development strategy for 
the territories, based on cooperation between urban, peri-urban 
and rural areas was at the heart of the discussions: The Alliance 
of the Territories. "The principle is that all the players are able to 
enter into dialogue, to experiment and cooperate to promote and 
develop the potential of their territory," explains the Director of the 
ANPP. Entitled "The Alliance of the Territories in Practice: linking 
projects and scales in the Greater East!", the conference gave the 
opportunity to Laurent Henart, Mayor of Nancy, André Rossinot, 
President of Nancy Métropole, Martine Boutillat, President of the 
Pays d’Epernay Terres de Champagne, Mathieu Klein, President 
of the Departmental Council of Meurthe-et-Moselle and Franck 
Leroy, Vice-President of the Greater East Regional Council to detail 

how the different echelons of the Greater East work together. 
On issues of mobility, health, teleworking or food "cooperation is 
indispensable for finding solutions adapted to each individual," said 
Laurent Henart. For example, in the Greater East, The Alliance 
of the Territories has been translated into a wide consultation in 
order to create a food project for each territory. Objective: to give 
structure to the local production industry so that it can supply 
Nancy's central kitchens, which serve thousands of meals each 
day, - and thus reduce as far as possible intermediaries between 
the producer and the consumer.

In the conference, "Territorial projects mobilised for an ambitious 
European policy 2021-2027!” another major question was posed: 
what recommendations should we make to improve European 
policy? After making the point about dysfunction in the current 
programming and in particular in LEADER, the discussions dealt with 
the development of a "Contribution by the Territorial Poles and 
the Pays". Its objective was "the place of the territories and rural 
areas in European policies 2021-2027". Aided by a questionnaire 
addressed to all the territories, which are project initiators for 
a LEADER programme, this contribution voted unanimously by 
the participants in the ANPP General Assembly. It comprises 10 
proposals, such as the re-integration of EAFRD in the Common 
Provision Regulation (CPR), the simplification of accessibility to 
European sector programmes or freedom for the Local Action 
Groups to choose their own thematic axes for local development 
strategy."This work will be sent to our national bodies and presented 
to all the French MEPs on 12 December in Strasbourg as well as to 
the European actors involved (DG AGRI, DG REGION, European 
Committee of the Regions and Members of the European Parliament) 
at a meeting in Brussels in January," explains Michael Restier.

EGPP 2018: how to facilitate the emergence of projects pivotal 
for our territories?

LEADER NEWS
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Farmers, researchers, companies, associations, decision-makers - 
between 300 and 400 participants are expected on 25 and 26 June 
2019 at the second Agri Innovation summit devoted to the EIP 
contri-bution to agro-ecological transition. "Jointly organised by the 
national Rural Network, the European Commission (DG AGRI) and 
the EIP European network, the event will bring together EIP players 
from all over Europe as well as French specialists in agricultural and 
forestry knowledge and innovation sys-tems," explains the DGPE 
(Directorate General of Corporate Economic and Environmental 
Perfor-mance), which is responsible at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and food, for the organisation of the event. "France has been chosen 
to host this summit, because our country has been committed to 
agro-ecology and to multi performance in agriculture since 2012," it 
continues. "It is also because the EIP is deployed in dynamic regions 
and the French players are among the most active in the European 
EIP projects involving large numbers of players. The event will be 
held in Normandy, a region, which volun-teered to host this summit, 
which is involved in agricultural innovation and which has moreover 
some thirty EIP operational groups (OG)." 

How are we to reduce the use of inputs to increase farm autonomy? 
What production systems are suit-able for preserving resources? 
How can we manage to integrate agro-ecology with the consumer/ 
citi-zen? For two days the participants will discuss the responses 
to these questions provided by the work and the findings of the 
EIP. "Agro-ecological transition is a priority subject," insists Kerstin 
Rosenow, the Head of the Research and Innovation Unit at DG 
AGRI. “This approach, also supported by the FAO, seeks a more 
rational and less intensive use of the available resources, to respond 
to the expec-tations of the citizens and the consumers." With this 
in mind, the EIP is a valuable tool. It contributes to creating new 
responses to these challenges: "The EIP promotes innovation, 

because it encourages all the players involved, in particular farmers 
and researchers, to come together to build solutions anchored at the 
local level," Kerstin Rosenow reminds us. 

Innovation, an asset for the rural territories and the 
consumers 
In general, the summit will deal with the way in which innovation 
in agriculture can help address the major farming, food and bio-
ecological challenges of our age. "Apart from food safety and the 
primordial issues linked to climate and bio-diversity, innovation in 
farming can participate in the demographic dy-namic of the rural 
territories and in digital transition," explains Kerstin Rosenow. 
Forestry and bio-forestry are also affected by this topic, in 
particular in the use of the forest bio-mass.

The Agri Innovation summit will be, for example, the opportunity 
to tackle the issue as to what extent digital technology is an 
effective lever for managing the agro-ecological transition. "Digital 
tools offer very interesting advances as regards the management of 
water resources, reducing inputs and also in introducing short links 
between producers and consumers," comments the DGPE. Themed 
workshop sessions will also make it possible to delve deeper 
into these subjects and to share best practices, using interactive 
and interdisciplinary methods. Finally the summit will explore 
the methods of dissemination, spin-off and appropriation of the 
knowledge and innovations required to change the scale.

Rendez-vous at the EIP summit  
for agro-ecological transition

On 25 and 26 June 2019 Normandy will host the Agri Innovation summit, the next European EIP summit,  
principally devoted to agro-ecological transition and innovation in agriculture. These are strategic topics to respond to today's major 

challenges in food, society and the environment.  

More information... www.reseaurural.fr/Sommet-agri-innovation-2019
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Improving the sustainability of dairy 
farming in Europe 
It is not always easy to find and 
apply the right solutions, which 
combine technical, economic, 
social and environmental 
techniques for one's farm. This 
is particularly true when you 
have to remain consistent with 
your personal and professional 
project, while adapting to the 
soil and climate conditions on 
your farm, to the constraints 
of the market, etc. To help dairy farm 
managers take up a position of resilience, 
in other words, to take the right decisions 
faced with an unknown, the Regional 
Chamber of Agriculture in Normandy and 
its partners (Institut de l'Elevage [French 
Institute of Livestock Farming], Littoral 
Normand, the Bureau Technique de la 
Production Laitière [Technical Bureau 
for Dairy Production] and AGRIAL) have 
launched the EIP "Dairy Resilience" project. 
Five farm businesses are also associated. 
"This project is a regional offshoot of the 
European Eurodairy programme," explains 
Catherine Bausson, the Livestock Breeding 
Projects Manager at the Regional Chamber 
of Agriculture in Normandy. “It consists in 
networking innovation groups and promoting 
exchanges between breeders, experts and 
scientists to improve the sustainability of dairy 
farming in Europe." Its purpose, especially 
on the ground, is to identify, and transmit 
innovative practices for the efficient use 
of resources, to pro-mote bio-diversity, to 
improve the socio-economic resilience of 
the farms and to improve animal well-being 
and health. "Four other French regions are 
involved in Eurodairy," explains Catherine 
Bausson. Sharing experience and information 
at the local, national and European level 
allows many projects to be launched. For 
example, we have developed a self-diagnosis 
tool to measure the resilience capacity of 
one’s farm."

Assessing the potential of agro-forestry market gardening 
Can market gardening and fruit-growing co-exist? This 
question is exercising the minds of the operational 
group working on the Marforest project. Alongside Sica 
Centrex (experimental station for fruit and vegetable 
in Rousillon) and the Perpignan Roussillon agricultural 
college (EPLEFPA), Civam Bio 66 is studying the 
complementarity between these two crops. Why? In 
order to respond to three major is-sues: optimising 
agricultural areas to cope with difficult access 
to the land, diversifying crops and bringing extra 
income to the arborists. Programmed from 2017 to 
2020, Marforest centers on experiments conducted on two plots of land: one is occupied 
by apricot trees planted in 2014, the other by apricot trees and almond trees planted in 
2017. "Thirty per cent of the apricot orchards in the region are farmed organically, commercial 
demand is high and we have a good technical mastery of this type of production," explains 
Célia Dayraud, a market-gardening engineer at Civam Bio. "As for the almond trees, they 
were chosen for their hardiness as a crop and their low requirement for phytosanitary treat-
ments." Squashes (butter nut) and sweet potatoes are combined with the cultivation of 
these two types of fruit tree, planted along the rows and in between the rows. "Squash is 
a plant which is relatively easy to grow organically and the foliage of these two crops makes 
good ground cover for suppressing weed growth." In order to assess the crop management 
techniques for these associated crops, the partners are undertaking economic monitoring 
(yield, working hours, etc.), the bio-diversity and the fertility of the soils. Via meetings and 
professional census, Marforest is also contributing to the identification of the restrictions 
and needs of the producers. The producers are, moreover, invited to discover the first 
results of the project on 5 February 2019. "The EIP promotes working together and sharing 
protocols," concludes the engineer. "It encourages innovation and thinking about the 
synergies for the agriculture of tomorrow."
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Overview of the French Operational Groups
Implemented by 162 operational groups (OG), the French projects supported by the EIP bring together farmers, researchers, foresters, 
companies, local authorities, associations, IPCC, cooperatives and others. Among these French OGs, 93 are setting their sights on agro-
ecological transition (33 of these groups are targeting triple performance and 18 are specific to organic farming). Cross-disciplinary, 
they are all contributing to innovation in the territories in a large number of sectors and issues. An overview and testimonies follow.
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Integrating soil health into viticulture practices 
"The biological fertility of the soils is not sufficiently taken into 
account in viticulture management. However, we do have many 
tools, but these are not used by the winegrowers." This observation 
is made by Laure Gontier of the French Vine and Wine Institute 
[Institut Français de la Vigne et du Vin (IFV)], the technological 
research centre for the vine and wine-growing sector. An engineer 
in agronomy, she is responsible for the EIP Gascogn’innov project 
launched in 2017 for a period of five years. "The aim of this project 
is to integrate into the crop-growing systems the indicators of the 
biological function-ing of the soil obtained from basic research, such 
as the measurement of the microbial bio-mass. These indicators will 
allow winegrowers to better to understand how their soils function 
and what they can do to improve them." Bringing together wine-
growers, and experts from INRA, the Gers Chamber of Agriculture, 
the Risle Agro-Viticulture School, a cooperative winery and GABB 
32 (the organic farmers from Gers), one of the objectives of 
Gascogn’innov is "to provide the tools and methods to develop the 
Agricultural Council and to give it an agro-ecological dimension". 
It contributes in particular to encourag-ing the implementation 
of practices, such as integrating the service plant cover, adding 
organic material or reducing the use of herbicides. Its purpose is 

to help wine-growers to improve 
the health of their soils and as a 
consequence, their production 
potential.

Agro-ecological management to control pests and 
diseases 
Studying from close quarters the effects of organic regulation 
to control insect pests and weeds in an-nual field crops, such as 
rapeseed, wheat, etc. This is the objective of the EIP Reg-GAE 
project man-aged by the INRA centre in Dijon in partnership with 
the Quetigny Agricultural School and three farmers from the Dijon 
plain. Stepping up biological regulation consists in promoting and 
maintaining a popula-tion of predators or natural parasites of the 
pests and diseases by adopting agro-ecological management of 
farms: reduce the use of pesticides, create or protect their habitats 
at the edge of the plots of land, etc. "Studies have been being 
conducted on the issue for some ten years, but what the farmers 
want to see is concrete results: by how much has the pest population 
diminished? Do predators make it possi-ble to treat with pesticides 
less often? This type of EIP project makes it possible to begin 
a dialogue with the farmers and to respond to their needs," 
explains Sandrine Petit-Michaut, the Deputy Director of the INRA 
Agro-ecology Joint Research Unit. The first part of the project 
consists in establishing a diagnosis of the bio-diversity and agro-
ecological management of the plots of land and then quantifying 
the impact of beneficial crops on the pests. The objective of the 
second part is to provide more information on biological regulation, 
particularly for the farmers of the future. "For example, we want 
to create a teaching kit, which presents the scientific knowledge on 
the subject, together with our results, to collect evidence from the 
farmers involved in the project and also to produce films, which show 
the predators in action among the crops." 
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"Significant involvement  
by leading French researchers"

Multi-participant EIP European projects

The agencies and participants on the ground in France are 
involved in some hundred multi-participant EIP European projects 
promoting a "productive, sustainable farming". In particular, 
these partners are making a major contribution to research and 
innovation for agro-ecological transition.

They are remarkable for their work in plant health, sustainable crop 
production and the development of sustainable food value chains. 
"In fact, in France, leading researchers are heavily involved in produc-
tive, sustainable agriculture," confirms Alexia Rouby, a manager of 
agricultural and rural research programmes at the DG AGRI. France 
is also very committed to research and innovation for agro-
ecological transition. Projects with the single strategic priority 
of "ecological, integral approaches" 
involve many French participants from 
areas as diverse as INRA, ARVALIS, IFV, 
the École supérieure d'agriculture, the 
Semences Paysannes Network, the 
Chambers of Agriculture, etc. Among 
their objectives are the development 
of innovative "teams" of plants for 
resilience based on the eco-system 
(DI-VERSify), the production of an 
assessment tool to evaluate the impact 
of farming practices on soil functions 
(LANDMARK) or devising solutions for 
improving the efficiency of agricultural 
eco-systems and crops regarding the 
use of water and nutrients (SolACE). 

The multi-participant approach is a strategic choice made by 
the DG AGRI. The EIP projects actually represent two thirds of 
research projects funded as part of the Societal Challenges 2 
of Horizon 2020, notably devoted to food safety, sustainable 
agriculture and forestry, the bio-economy, etc. "The objective of 
the multi-participant project is to promote interactive innovation, 
one of the EIP project princi-ples”, reiterates Alexia Rouby. “The 
idea consists in placing the final users, in particular the farmers, at 
the centre of the research projects and the innovation process. This 
allows the researchers to better to understand the problems for the 
participants on the ground, to define with them the right ques-tions 
and to create with the farmers a result which is adapted to their needs 
and can be adopted by them. This is particularly important, when you 
are dealing with an issue as complex as agro-ecology”. Moreover, 
the European partnership dimension of the EIP multi-participant 
projects contributes to confronting the different contexts, points 
of view, methods and experiences, in order to bring out new ideas 
and to promote the transfer of best practices between similar 
territories.

EIP NEWS

Of the 168 collaborative agricultural, forestry and rural 
research projects funded by Horizon 2020 in the context 
of Societal Challenges, 106 are multi-participant projects. 
Amongst these, 97 involve at least one French participant. 
France is the country the most committed in terms of 
number of participants in these projects. Of one billion euros 
scheduled to fund the objective of 180 multi-participant EIP 
projects over the seven years of Horizon 2020, 213 million 
euros have been allocated to projects falling within the 
strategic priority of “Integrated ecological approaches.” 
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The 
involvement of 
participants on 
the ground is 
indispensable 
for the success 
of the projects

“

*Integrated Ecological Approaches is one of the five strategic priorities of the DG 
AGRI for research and agricultural innovation, with 21 multi-participant EIP projects 
committed to it.
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Food security, economic balance, environmental changes: on these 
crucial issues the EIP AGRI offers new approaches and tools for the 
successful achievement of agro-ecological transition. "This scheme 
represents an initiative with a framework relevant to the European 
Commission," observes Pierre-François Vaquié, Delegate General 
at the FNCUMA (National Federation of CUMA [Cooperatives 
for the use of Farm Equipment]). Bringing to the fore innovation 
procedures and their anchoring in the local area, weaving links 
between farmers, researchers and technicians is a fitting response to 
the develop-ments we are experiencing." 

The Director of European and Regional Affairs 
at ACTA (Association for Technical Agricultural 
Coordi-nation), Adrien Guichaoua, for his part,  
is enthusiastic about the participative, multi-
participant ap-proach to the projects and the 
European EIP AGRI networks, which place the 
participants on the ground and the farmers in 
the forefront. "The networks and projects are 
adapted to their specific needs and we come 
together with the researchers to devise solutions directly applicable 
on the ground," he explains.

Within the agro-ecological transition it is also essential to take 
into account the conflict of timing between the environmental 
issues, subject to the medium and long term and the economic 
issues, which are more oriented towards the short term. "With this 
in mind the social diversity of the profiles within the networks and the 
operational groups represents a huge asset. If you have no values in 
common, you cannot make progress!" stresses Christian Huyghe, 
the Scientific Director Agriculture at INRA.

Towards a broader appropriation of the innovations and 
results 
Knowledge transfer and the transfer of methods developed and 
tried out within the EIP framework is another key issue for agro-
ecological transition. "In this area one of the important points is 
to make a clear differentiation between specific results linked to 
local conditions and those results which can be generalised. The EIP 
thematic networks and the networks for knowledge exchange are very 
aware of these issues," notes Christian Huyghe. Adrien Guichaoua 

confirms, "The thematic networks are 
formidable tools for the transfer and 
dissemination of knowledge. I also 
have in mind the Demonstration Farms 
and the network NEFERTITI, which 
federates 32 structures in 17 countries 
and is speeding up the process of peer 
learning by allowing the participants 
concerned to build relations of trust 
between each other." 

To a greater extent, for Pierre-François Vaquié, the EIP is "a 
tool, which by promoting the development of the local economy, 
contributes to reinforcing the producer-consumer link”, which is 
another flagship theme of agro-ecological transition and which 
was highlighted during the French National Food Confer-ence 
(États Généraux de l'Alimentation) organised in the second half 
of 2017.

EIP's assets in agro-ecological transition:  
feedback on experiences

As close to the ground as possible, the EIP supports partnership, cross-border and regional projects with the objectives of interactivity, 
interdisciplinarity and networking. It also provides new responses to the rural issues of today. Three key participants are supplying their 

point of view on the qualities of the scheme.

Christian Huyghe,  
Scientific Director 
Agriculture at INRA

Adrien Guichaoua,
Director of European and 
Regional Affairs at ACTA

Pierre-François Vaquié, 
Delegate General  
at FNCUMA

EIP NEWS

The EIP, a fitting response 
to the developments we 
are experiencing

“
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Twenty-one: that is the number of collaborative projects selected 
in the second call for Collective Mobilisation for Rural Development 
(MCDR) managed by the national Rural Network. For the next 
three years, these successful projects will benefit from monitoring 
and financial support of a total amount of about 15 million euros.

"They will contribute to diversifying the angles of analysis and the 
tools provided on the vast thematic issue of rural development, 
enlarging the network of participants - possibly even creating new 
networks - to deal with issues which have been neglected or scarcely 
explored (the urban-rural link, equality between women and men, 
young people in the rural environment, etc.) and finalising the tools 
for the more identified issues: agro-ecology, generation replacement 
in farming, services to the population, information technology, etc. 
The prime purpose of these projects is to serve the regions and 
their re-gional rural networks.” Responsible for Rural network 
and policies of the territories at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and of Food, Anne-Kristen Lucbert comments on the official 
announcement of the award-winners at the second call for MCDR 
projects by the national Rural Network.

Launched in January, after a first wave of 16 projects supported 
between 2015 and 2018, the objective of this measure is to 
"support local authority, national or international projects promoting 
rural life, which are aligned with the objectives of European rural 
development policy, especially those of the second pillar of the 
CAP.” Last October it selected 21 new projects for their relevance 
and organisational quality. During the next three years these 
successful applicants will represent a total expenditure budget of 
19.5 million euros and will be supported by EAFRD to the tune of 
8 million euros, in return for 3.6 million euros of national funding 
from the Ministry of Agriculture, the CGET and as many other 
sources of national funding from ministries and local authorities, 
namely more than twice the budget allocated to the first call 

for MCDR projects. These successful projects have been selected 
from among some 30 candidates by experts from the General 
Food, Agriculture and Rural Areas Council (CGAAER), the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the CGET.

Improving the implementation of regional rural development 
programmes (RRDP), boosting cooperation at the national level and 
stimulating cooperation in the territories, facilitating the sharing 
of tools, methods and knowledge, etc. "Of the many objectives 
targeted by the projects selected, which will deal with agricultural 
and non-agricultural issues, some take up a wider perspective 
and look at agriculture in its rural eco-system, which is indispensable 
when food governance, energy transition and land issues are at stake,” 
specifies Anne-Kristen Lucbert. Just like the first supported projects, 
the new successful projects will also contribute to the production 
of teaching and communication tools, intended to facilitate the 
implementation of local projects (tutorials, self-diagnostics, practical 
guides, guarantee funds, etc.), consideration of the public policies of 
tomorrow (information sheets, booklets of recommendations, etc.) 
and updating information for a wide audience (conferences, websites, 
training courses, etc.). "The National Rural Network (RRN) takes on 
the role of financial support, but also capitalises on the knowledge 
produced, the challenges if need be and ensures that the projects attain 
their targets or that they contribute to the general debate on the future 
CAP,” adds the manager. Finally it must be noted that among the 21 
projects, seven involve continuation of the work, to which they were 
already committed from 2015 to 2018, because "their topics require in 
depth treatment and action over time".

The new project providers all met in Paris on 19 October in order 
principally to take stock of the next major stages, the tools and 
resources at their disposal and the issues of administration and 
management specific to EAFRD.

New wave of projects promoting rurality

More information... www.reseaurural.fr/appel-projets-mcdr-2018
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The 21 selected projects from the MCDR 2018 call for projects
Selected for their ambition and their organisational quality, the new MCDR projects cover a variety of topics and represent more 
than 150 partners: associations, public establishments, companies, trade unions, etc.

Name Leadership structure Issue(s)
AJITeR: to facilitate the reception and installation of 
young adults in rural areas.

Association pour le développement en réseau des 
territoires et des ser-vices alpins (ADRETS)

Youth / Training and infor-mation / Services to the 
population / Social and solidarity-based economy

Réseau rural ACS – soil conservation,  an accelerator 
for agro-ecological transition in the regions

Association pour la promotion d'une agriculture 
durable (APAD) Agro-ecology / Access to information and training

REUNIR-AF: national network for agro-forestry
Assemblée permanente des Chambres d'agriculture 
(APCA) - Association française arbres cham-pêtres 
(AFAC)

Agro-ecology / Access to information and training

RENFORT: national regional forestry network
Assemblée permanente des Chambres d'agriculture 
(APCA) - Fédération nationale des Communes 
forestières (FNCOFOR)

Forestry and wood industry / Use of the land / energy 
transition and adaptation to climate change

MADAME: to promote and accelerate the development 
of women's skills in agricultural crafts in the rural 
environment to ensure greater equality

Assemblée permanente des Chambres de Métiers et de 
l'Artisa-nat (APCMA) Equality between women and men

USAGER.E.S: innovation by the user(s) Atelier paysan
Conservation and development of local skills and 
knowledge / Agro-ecology / Equality between women 
and men

TRESSONS: rural areas and social and solidarity-based 
economy, tools and new synergies AVISE Social and solidarity-based economy

#HAPPYTERR#: innovative, local farming alliances to 
develop regeneration of the farming environment

Coopérative d'installation en agricul-ture paysanne des 
Pays de la Loire (CIAP Pays de la Loire)

Fair remuneration for farmers / Social and solidarity-
based economy / Equality between women and men / 
Access to information and training

TransAgriDom: to accentuate the synergy between 
regions and participants in the networks for innovation 
and the transfer of farming know-how to ensure agro-
ecological transition in the overseas departments and 
territories 

Centre de coopération internationale en recherche 
agronomique pour le développement (CIRAD) Agro-ecology / Access to information and training

PORT@iL: rural teleworking centre for providing 
intergenerational leisure activities: a third place, two 
thirds of solidarity and intergeneration, development of 
third place organisations in rural areas

Familles Rurales Fédération natio-nale Information Technology / Services to the population / 
Access to information and training

VENAISON: National project for capitalising 
on experience, information and support for the 
development of local industry to promote game meat 
for the rural areas in France

Fédération nationale des chasseurs de France Local food governance / Conservation and development 
of local know-how

Mobilisation of a network of participants to support 
climate transition Fédération nationale de l'agriculture biologique (FNAB) Agro-ecology / Energy transition and adaptation to 

climate change in rural areas

ECLAT: to test local agro-ecology with local authorities Fédération nationale des coopéra-tives d'utilisation de 
matériel agricole (FNCUMA) Agro-ecology

National launch of the trial: Preservation of extensive 
livestock-breeding, management of wetlands Forum des Marais Atlantiques Agro-ecology / Conservation and development of the 

natural heritage / Fair remuneration for farmers

Rural development through cooperation: producing, 
implementing and disseminating new knowledge on 
"how to cooperate"

Institut des territoires coopératifs (Instercoop - SA 
Inovane)

Local development strategies and regional cooperation 
projects

Access'R: accessibility of services to the population in 
rural areas LEADER France Services to the population / Local development 

strategies / Information Technology

JARA: young actors in rural areas and farming Mouvement rural de la jeunesse chrétienne (MRJC) Youth

Learning territories: responding to new activities and 
to new skills in rural areas Sol et Civilisation Access to information and training / Urban-rural link

TERREAU: transfer of experiences developed in rural 
areas: spin-off, agriculture, uses Terre de Liens

Agro-ecology / Use of the land, access to housing / 
Ac-cess to information and training / equality between 
women and men

RnPAT saison 2: the national network for local food 
projects Terres en Villes Local food governance / Urban-rural link

Mobilising a network of local rural projects in the 
Massif central (PTRMC) Vivier Bois Massif Central

Forestry and wood industry / Local food governance / 
Con-servation and development of the natural heritage 
/ Information Technology / Access to information and 
training

COLLECTIVE MOBILISATION INITIATIVES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
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PORT@iL: rural tele-working centre for providing inter-
generational leisure activities

Objective: intended to observe and decipher the motivations 
for development of voluntary organisations in third places in 
rural areas, the PORT@iL trial will be conducted across some 
twenty sites in four regions. Although it is systemically targeted 
at revitalising a local area by retaining a population of workers, 
the development of third places in rural areas has to circumvent 
several obstacles and risks. Therefore, by means of creating 
training courses and tools (MOOC, tutorials, seminars) PORT@iL 
intends to help rural areas in particular to come to grips with this 
issue at the intersection of employment, information technology, 
social links and town and country planning. Its slogan is "A third 
place, two thirds solidarity and inter-generation.”
Leadership structure: Familles Rurales National Federation 
Principal partners: Familles Rurales – Departmental Federations 
from the Ardennes, Eure-et-Loir, Landes, Manche, Meuse, 
Normandy and Nouvelle Aquitaine, L'Académie des Ruches, MRJ
Contact:  Eric ROSSI, eric.rossi@famillesrurales.org

Access’R: accessibility of services to the population in 
rural areas

Objective: Access’R targets capitalisation on innovative best 
practice in the area of services to the population in rural areas, 
in France and in Europe. How can these services be retained and 

MCDR 2018: Portraits of the winners
Purpose, methodology, supporting structure and partners, etc. Discover summaries of the presentations from three of the 21 projects 
selected in the second call for MCDR projects.

boosted? What new forms of presence and sharing should be 
developed for the postal, school, medical and social services? These 
issues are the basis for the Access’R project, which is organised 
in two phases: a census of best practice to facilitate accessibility 
of the services and then their dissemination on a grand scale, in 
particular by supporting the project providers (see p. 11).
Leadership structure: LEADER France
Principal partners: Association Minervois Corbières Méditerranée, 
Association RED, Spanish Rural Development Network, Familles 
rurales – Departmental Federation of the Côtes d’Armor, National 
Fed-eration of the Local Action Groups of Romania
Contact: Thibaut GUIGNARD ; contact@leaderfrance.fr

Réseau ACSélérateur agro-ecological transition

Objective: The aim of the project is to promote the transition 
of farmers towards conservation agriculture, which is one of 
the agronomic tools available to farmers, who want to become 
involved in the agro-ecological transition. Today, this practice 
relies on a network of volunteers, who should be better identified, 
which is what the Réseau ACS proposes to do in order to improve 
skill transfers between farmers, the development of good practices 
and the appropriation of public rural development policies (PRDP) 
by farmers' associations by creating aid systems more adapted 
to conservation agriculture (Agri-environment-climate measures 
[AECM] or Employment Protection Schemes [EPS], for example).
Leadership structure: APAD (Association for the Promotion of 
Sustainable Agriculture)
Contact: Sophie GARDETTE, sophie.gardette@apad.asso.fr

COLLECTIVE MOBILISATION INITIATIVES FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
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To find the right tools and compile advice to pass a milestone 
in cooperation: such is the goal of the "Cap sur la coopération 
LEADER!" [Milestone in LEADER cooperation!] meeting, organised 
in mid-October by the regional Rural Networks of Brittany, 
Normandy and Pays de la Loire. This first meeting brought 
together more than a hundred Local Action Group organisers. 

"It makes no sense to remain at the scale of one single municipality,” 
"Cooperation is not as complicat-ed as all that!"; "It is a very good 
start for our local areas.” These are some of the comments made 
by Local Action Group organisers and overheard in the corridors 
of the Le Triangle Cultural Centre in Rennes on 11 and 12 October 
2018. Brought together at the invitation of the three regional 
Rural Net-works (Brittany, Normandy and Pays de la Loire), 
they were taking part in the "Milestone in LEADER cooperation!" 
forum. This meeting was organised over a day and a half and 
centered around three key words: understanding, meeting and 
convincing. It presented fourteen workshops, one round table, one 
cooperation fair, practical information sheets, coaching sessions, 
a free expression wall, etc. "The event was conceived to help 
project providers pass a milestone in their cooperation strategy,”  
summarises Martha Métais, an organiser in the Normandy Rural 
Network. "In itself it is an example of cooperation between three 
regional Networks," she adds. "The objective is to offer a maximum 
of tes-timonies and evidence, to pass on the methodological keys, 
to share inspirational ideas, to create connections, etc. This support 
is also intended to last over the long term, because we are going to 
capitalise on the exchanges in the form of an animated film devoted 
to methodology and the advantages of cooperation." 

"Why commit to cooperation and how do we overcome the 
obstacles?" This question was posed at a round table discussion, 
which brought together politicians and experts. At the microphone, 
in front of the meeting they stressed the advantages of cooperation 
and support for the local authorities in implementing European 
programmes: "Cooperation is the best approach for assessing 
issues in rural life”, stressed Marie Lecuit-Proust, assistant to the 
Secretary-General for Regional Affairs for Brittany. Our wish is that 
you leave here with all the necessary tools and with the desire to 

cooperate, because the rural areas are a source of innovation.” "The 
difficulties, which you come up against, have certainly already been 
encountered by others,” explained Yves Champetier an expert from 
ENRD. "LEADER cooperation will fuel the success of your projects,” 
Vice-President Delegate to Brittany Region management and 
co-pilot of the Breton Rural Network, Laurence Fortin also 
emphasised the benefits of cooperation: "Sharing different tools, 
cultures and experiences is an opportunity and a source of wealth 
for implementing specific cooperative actions. Cooperation is also 
accepting a different way of working, being sufficiently open and 
providing strong political support.”

Cooperation at the heart  
of an inter-regional forum

Brittany, Normandy and Pays de la Loire

NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL RURAL NETWORKS

"Don't hesitate to take the 
first step"
Organiser and manager of cooperation 
projects for the Pays de Guéret Local Action 
Group, Virginie Martin was invited to share 

her expertise and to lead the "I implement my cooperation 
project" work-shop.

“The first meeting with partners is the founding act for a 
cooperation project. It makes it possible to define the rules for 
organising the project and the partnership and also it ensures 
that the participants share the same issues, objectives and 
actions. Our Local Action Group has long experience of inter-
territorial and cross-border cooperation in projects ranging 
across issues, such as local food systems (From the Fields to the 
Plate Project), the range of care in rural areas (LivinWell Project) 
and co-working spaces (CoLabora Project). I have come here 
to share practical advice on how to conduct projects in order 
to encourage the Local Action Groups to cooperate and not to 
hesitate to take the first step. These opportunities for generous 
exchange of ideas are important for motivating us, for taking 
us away from the statutory regulation of files, for sharing 
difficulties, finding partners, etc.”
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Which European programmes can the rural 
areas mobilise? To respond to this question, 
the Provence- Alpes-Côte d'Azur Rural 
Network organised a forum in Manosque on 2 
October.  

"ALCOTRA, LIFE, Marittimo, Enjoy it's from 
Europe, Wifi4EU, Creative Europe, etc. - the 
local politi-cians know very little about these 
programmes dedicated to the rural areas”. 
Eliane Barreille. The Vice-President in charge 
of rurality and pastoralism in the Région Sud 
took part in the first Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d'Azur Rural Network Forum in the capacity 
of President of the steering committee for the 
regional Rural Network. Organised in Manosque 
(04) on 2 October, the event brought together 
180 participants: mayors of rural communities, 
presidents of associations, representatives of 
the 13 Local Action Groups and two regional 
National Parks. The discussion centered around 
EU funds, which can be mobilised for the 
development of rural areas. "At a time when 
State funding is at a low it is important 
to share information on the diversity of 
European funding,” stresses Eliane Barreille. 
This can promote European agricultural 
products (Enjoy it's from Europe), encourage 

innovation in the Alpine Space (Interreg Alpine 
Space) and Franco-Italian cooperation in the 
Mediterranean (Marittimo), provide support 
for envi-ronmental conservation projects 
(LIFE) and new models of cultural action 
(Europe Créative), fund the installation of Wi-Fi 
hotspots in public spaces (Wifi4EU), to mention 
but a few. The objectives and fields of action of 
the EU programmes are indeed very varied.

The forum thus gave the opportunity to 
compile a vast overview of funding accessible 
to the rural areas and to present to the 
participants examples of projects, which had 
been carried out. A guide (see box) was also 
created for the occasion. The forum also made 
it possible to talk about the difficulties encoun-
tered by the territories in mobilising and using 
the programmes. "The lack of the necessary 
engineering for introducing and monitoring 
the European programmes emerges the most 
frequently, despite the communities organising 
themselves into clusters,” notes Eliane Barreille. 
The projects must be provided by several 
participants, as we are doing, for example for the 
Smart Rurality Alpes Provence Verdon project. 
The federation of municipalities concerned is 
supported by the Departmental Development 
Agency and the Regional Rural Network."

Showing the plurality of European funds  
dedicated to the rural areas

Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur

More information... https://reseaurural.maregionsud.fr/acces-direct/actualites/detail/actualites/territoires-ruraux-
et-programmes-europeens-apres-2020-enjeux-et-perspectives/

NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL RURAL NETWORKS

From LEADER to Creative 
Europe via the ERDF 
Interregional Alpine 
Programme and HORIZON 
2020, the guide, "EU 
Programmes for Rural 
Areas" identifies the regional 
operational programmes, 
the Euro-pean territorial 
cooperation programmes 
and the EU's thematic 
programmes, which can be 
accessed by the rural areas 
in the Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d'Azur region. This 38-page 
document can be downloaded 
from the Internet and sets out 
the priority axes, the types 
of projects supported, the 
target beneficiaries and gives 
examples of projects, which 
have been funded.
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In September and October Cap Rural, the organiser of the Auvergne-
Rhône Alpes Rural Network, or-ganised two "Innov'rural" days for 
the purpose of discussing local development from the viewpoint of 
investment and equipment policies and of the engineering necessary 
for the projects. 

The object was to provide to the politicians, the providers of 
local authority projects, the representatives of institutions and 
association the keys to the development of the rural areas. This 
objective was pur-sued during the two days organised by Cap Rural 
in Saint-Ismier (38) on 7 September and in Saint-Amant-Tallende 
(63) on 5 October. "Public funding is being reduced and is being 
concentrated on investments, equipment and their management 
to the detriment of the project engineering and organisation,” 
notes Patrick Grimault, a manager at Cap Rural. “In this context 

it is necessary to have integrated, shared management – between 
municipalities and inter-municipal associations, etc. – of equip-
ment, investment and engineering.”

The days started with a round table discussion on the new margins 
for manoeuvre for the participants in the territories. "This first 
stage was the opportunity for the mayors of the municipalities, a 
regional councillor, a local authority project provider and public 
financiers to reassert that projects can be organ-ised in this context 
of new policies centered on investment,” stresses Patrick Grimault. 
Each morning was then organised around the presentation of 
experiences, such as the creation of a departmental woodland 
centre on a former military base in Varennes-sur-Allier (03) and 
of a third place fab-lab by the Plaine Limagne (63) association of 
municipalities. In the afternoon, four simulation exercise work-
shops invited the participants to consider ways to conceive and 
construct local development projects centered around equipment 
and investment. They were organised on the basis of fictitious 
cases of the kind, "My municipality is overwhelmed by vacant 
premises and facilities,” or "My association of municipalities 
recovers premises in duplicate or triplicate.” At the end, a final 
round table discussion evoked the new types of machinery needed 
for local development projects.

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes

On 8 November the Pays de la Loire Rural 
Network organised it first meeting on the 
issue of sustainable mobility in rural areas. 
This is an innovative theme with significant 
issues.

In the rural areas the car remains the most 
efficient and most convenient means of 
transport: 80% of households in a rural 
municipality state that they have no choice 
but to use their car, whereas this figure is 
only 36% in the large agglomerations1. 
However, abandoning the "total car" 
scenario represents an environmental, 
economic and social challenge. To support 

the politicians and the actors in the rural world in coping with 
this issue, in partnership with ADEME, the French Environment & 
Energy Man-agement Agency and DREAL, the Regional Directorate 
for the Environment, Development and Hous-ing, the Pays de la 
Loire Rural Network has launched a cycle of three meetings on 
the issue of sustain-able mobility in rural areas. Organised on 8 

October 2018 in Château-Gontier (53), the first day of the cycle 
brought together 100 participants. The next two events in the 
cycle will be held on 24 January in Sables d’Olonne (85) and 
on 15 March in Sucé-sur-Erdre (44). "The objective is to show 
that there are other possibilities for mobility in rural areas,” explains 
Frédéric Vasse, the Director of the Auxilia Nantes transition 
consultancy and organiser of the meetings.

To start the meeting Frédéric Vasse presented another approach 
to mobility. "The idea is to examine the needs of each inhabitant 
over one day or one week: leaving his/her child at the nursery, doing 
the shopping, going to work, going to the doctor, etc. and then to 
find a solution though social innovation.” Many solutions were 
proposed on 8 November: a fleet of self-service electric cycles, 
itinerant day-care, collective minibus to take the older people 
to their medical appointments, electric car car-sharing service, etc. 
The speaker made the point that “the capacity of the rural areas to 
innovate is too often underestimated.”

"Having an integrated, shared management of equipment, 
investment and engineering"

Devising other kinds of mobility in rural municipalitiesPays de la Loire

More information... www.caprural.org/co-construire/innov-rural/5477-innov-rural-2018

1   Source: Observatoire des mobilités émergentes [Emerging Mobility Observatory]  
3rd edition (19/09/2018 – OBSOCO et C:RONOS)
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C’est ensemble que se construit l’avenir des territoires
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The French Rural Network brings together all the stakeholders in the rural world at the national and regional level 
to enable them to exchange and work together. The objective is to facilitate the implementation of projects linking 
agriculture, forestry, trade and commerce, tourism, the environment, services, etc. In the course of its work, the Rural 
Network offers tools, methods, analyses and recommendations.

CONTACT
rrf@reseaurural.fr

WEBSITE
www.reseaurural.fr
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key points about the Rural 
Network in your inbox 

Find the Rural Network on:

https://www.reseaurural.fr/newsletters/subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/reseaururalfr/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/25070304/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtes3qOqLrsZG8Hi3V-mWlQ
https://twitter.com/reseaururalfr

